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peen ordered, which main question was, “ Shall the vute be re- 
ered?” 
conti ANDOLPH demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and were—yeas 81 nays98, So the House refused to 
nsiler the vote. ; 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania asked leave to offer the follow- 
ng resolution: . 

“Resolved, ‘That from and after Monday next, this House will 
take a daily recess from two ull half past three, p. m. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules 

On that motion, Mr. HOFFMAN demanded (he yeas and nays, 
which, being ordered, were—yeas 130, nays 40. 

ee rules were suspended. 

And the question recurring on the adoption of the resolu- 
“Mr. SMITH of Maine moved to amend, by inserting “half past 
two ull four o’clock.”’ 

Mr. DAVIS accepted this as a modification of his resolution, 
and the question being on the adoption of the resolution as 


Mr. BARNARD moved further to amend, by a resolution pro- 
viding that on and after Monday next, the House do meet at LO, 
a.m, and adjourn at 4, p.m. which was disagreed to, 

The previous question on the resolution was then moved, put, 
and carried, and the resolution agreed to without a count. 

So on and afier Monday next, the House will take a diily re- 
cess {rom half past two ull! four p. m. 

Mr. McKAY said there had been a letter received this morn- 
ing, and laid on the table, from Messrs. Blair and Rives, in rela- 
tioy tothe prices paid for the public printing; and asking that 
the prices for figure work and brevier might be fixed. He 
wished that letter referred to the Select Commuttee, of which 
the gentleman from Georgia was a member, with instructions 
to report thereon. He accordingly made a motion to that 


effect. 

Mr. PROFFIT objected, and the motion could not be 
then entertained. 

Mr. BANKS, on leave, #resented, on behalf of Mc. Camp- 
BELL, then absent on the Committee of Elections, certain evi- 
dence in relation to the erectivn of a beacon and light-house, 
near Georgetown, South Carolina, which, on his motion, was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, moved to amend the 93th Rule of 
the House, 80 as toappoint a standing committee on the public 
printing. 

Objection being made, ‘ 

Mr. DAVIS moveda suspension of the rules, which motion 
was negatived. 

The SPEAKER then called on the standing committees for 
reports; when : 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee of Claims, reported 
back to the House, with an amendment, Senate bill entitled an 
act fur the relief of H. Lucas; which was committed to the Coin- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Also, reported back tothe House, with anamendmént, Senate 
bill entitled an act for the relief of Alfred P. King; which was 
committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BURKE, trom the Cowmittee on Commerce, reported 
back to the House, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an 
act for the relief of the Steamboat Company of Nantucket; 
which was committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

Also, reported back to the House, without amendment, joiat 
resolution of the Senate directing the purchase of 250 copies 
of Jones’s Digest of the Tariff, to be deposited 1n the library of 
Congress; which was read; and 

On moiton of Mr. Pa TRIKIN, who made some remarks in 
opposition to 1, referred to the Committee of the Whole, and 
made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Commitiee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported a bill confirming to the ‘Yerritory of lowa a tract of land 
for the purpose. of erecting public buildings thereon; which was 
read twice; and 

On motion ot Mr. L. who said the bill was a mere matter of 
form, it having been engrossed, was read the third time, and 


assed. 

Mr. L. from the same committee, reported a bill granting to 
the county of John<on, in the Territory of lowa,the right of pre- 
emption to a tract of land fora seat of justice for the said county; 
and re ing the 2d section of the act heretofore passed on the 
3d of March, 1819, entitled an act making a donation of landto 
the Territery of lowa, for the purpose of erecting public build- 
ings thereon; which was read twice, and committed. 

t. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the Huuse without amendment, Senate bill en- 
titledan act to authorize the registers and receiver of the 
land officers to administer all the oaths necessary to persons, in 
relation to the entry and purchase of land. 

After a few remarks hy Mr. HUBBARD of Alabama, to press 
the passage of the bill immediately, 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana inquired whether any provision was 
made in the bill to fix the tees for administering the oaths; 
which he said s wuld be done. 

Mr. MASON was understood to reply in the negative. 

After a few reinarks {rom Mr. UNDERWOOD, 

Mr. R. GARLAND contended that some provision should be 
made to fix the fees for administering the oath as intimated by 
thegentleman from Iodiana,[Mr. Davis] The registers and 
receivers, he said, were in the habit of charging whatever they 
pleased as fees. He knewa casein his district where one of 
those officers charged a gentleman $22 as fees for the entry of 
forty acres of Jand under the pre-emption act. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana then moved an amendment, providing 
that the registers and receivers should not directly or indirectly 
receive any compensation for administering such oaths; which 
was to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then made further objections to the bill, 


and 

After a few remarks by Messrs. REYNOLDS and CRARY, 
a verbal amendment was made ta the bill. 

Mr. {UNDERWOOD moved an amendment, making it the 
duty ofthe Commissioner of the General Land Office to give 





ag in any section of the country. 


information to any 1odividual who may make app ication for 
that purpose, of the name and resideuce of the persons owning 


Mr. CUSHING objectedto the amendment. It would give 
speculators, by the information that they might obtain from 
the Commissioner, an opportunity to impose upon the old sol- 
diers who had rece:ved bounty lands from the United States. 

Mr. KEYNOLDS said, if the Commissioner was bound to 
answer all the Jeers for information from every part of the 
United States, consequent upon the passage of sucha provi- 
sion. it would consume all his time. He coincided with the 
views expressed by the gentleman from Massachusetis, [Mr 
Cusuine.] He might speculate himse!foccasionally, but he did 
not coasider itright to afford an opportunity to these specu- 
lating gentlemen to impose upon the old soldiers. 

After a few turther remarks by Mr. CUSHING in opposition 
to the anendment, 

Mr. STEWARY said he represented a district which was 
much interested in this provision. He argued that it would 
not be for the benefit of ths speculators, as intimated; but that 
he had received letters from farmers who were not speculators, 
calling for information of the kind which this amendment was 
intended to meet. He had introduced a resolutoncalling upon 
the Commissioner for all the information, giving the names and 
the residence of the landholders, which was adopted by the 
House. He contended that it would be for the benefit of the old 
soldiers. many of whom had their lands sold for taxes under the 
laws of Iilinois; and who, in all probabiliuy, were not aware of 
that fact; and were barred from any claim to the lands thus sold 
after the expiration ofa ceriain period. And if the informa- 
tion of the names ofthe persons and residence could be known, 
such a result might be prevented. 

Mr. MASON argued that the information on the public re 
cords should be made free to all; that it should not be locked 
up, subject to the disposition of the Commissioner. The power 
of the Commissioner might be converted toa species of favo- 
ritism. He might, if he chose, give information of the kind re- 
quired to a friend, and withhold 1 from an enemy. He was in 
favor of the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. CASEY did notconsider the amendment necessary, in- 
asmuch as ail the information which could be required would 
be reported tothe House under the resoluuon preported by his 
colleague, (Mr. STEWART,] and would be free forthe whole 
country. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied that the information under 
that resolution would apply only to military lands. 

Mr. CASEY sail the rule of the Deparment refusing infor- 
mation did not apply except to military lands. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD was not aware of that fact. The amend- 
ment would however doe no harm. 

Mr. HUBBARD said the question was one totally discon- 
nected with this bill. He movelthe previous question, which 
was amended, and the main question ordered; which main 
question being first on the adoption of the amendment, 

Tae question was taken by tellers (Messrs. Jounson of Ma- 
ryland and Howargp acting as such) who reporied—ayes 55, 
noes 90; so the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed tor a third reading, it was carried in the affirmative; and 
the bill haviug been engrossed, it was read a third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House, without amendiment, Senate bill 
entitled an act to.revivean act authorizing certain soldiers of 
the late war to surrender bounty lands drawn by them, and 
to enter others in tien thereof. and for other purposes; which 
was reat the third time by special order, and passed. 

Mr. M. also, fom the same committee, reported back to the 
House, with an amendment, Senate bill entitled an act to dis- 
continue the office of Surveyor General in the several land 
districts so soon as the surveys therein can be completed, and 
for abolishing the land offices, under certain circumstances; 
and for other purposes; the amendment was concurred in, 
ant the bill was committed tothe Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. M. also, from the same committee, reported back to the 
Heuse, without amendment, Senate bill entitled an act autho- 
rizing the relinquishment of the 16th sections, granted for the 
use of public schools, and the entry of other lands in lieu there- 
of; which was committed. 

The morning hour having expired, to which the reception of 
reports of committees was confined, 

Mr. MASON of Ohio moved to ene the rules, to submit 
a motion that another hour be granted to the committees to re- 
port; and the question being put, the House refused to suspend 
the rules for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the House then passed to the 
orders of the day. 

Engrossed Senate bills on the Speaker’s table, of the fullow- 
ing utles, were then taken up and passed, viz: 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives of David 
Stone; 

An act authorizing Sippican and Mattapoisett, within the 
township of Rochester, in the State of Massachusetts, to be 
known hereafter as ports of entry, under those names 

Joint resolution of the Senate, authorizing the appointment 
of a Select Committee to investizate into the coatract of the 
lnte Secretary of State, Edward Livingston, with Clark and 
Force, for the compilation and publication of a Documentary 
History of the United States, was read twice, and, by special or- 
der, the third time, and passed; and, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, a committee of five was appoint- 
edon the part of the House. 

The bill nex! in order was the bill explanatory of the act for 
the relief of suffrers by the great fire at New York. The bill 
having been previously read a third time, ‘ 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previvus question on its pas- 
sage. 

The call for the previous question being seconded, the main 
question wagordered tohe put. And the main question being 
on the passage of the bill, it was taken by yeas and nays as fol- 
lows: yeas 80, nays 95. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the bill had been rejected. 
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On that moon Mr. HUBBARD called the previous ques- 
tion, Which was seconded, and the main question ordered tv be 
put 

And on the main question, (being on the motion to reconsi- 


der.) Mr. CONNOR demanded the yeas and nays; which being 
ordered, were—yeas 78. nays 96, 


so the House refused to reconsider. 

On mouon of Mr, RUSSELL, the House then resolved iteelf 
into a Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Brices in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of private bills on the calendar. 

The first bill in order was the bill for the relief of the assignee 
of Law, Taylor and (o. 

The qu sation pending being on the motion to strike out the 
enacting Clause, it was opposed by Messrs. EVERETT,RHETT, 
HABERSHAM, and COOPER of Georgia. 

The question then being taken on the motion to strike out, the 
ayes were 35, and the noes 72—no quorum. 

The committee then rose, and the Chairman reported that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. WISE said it was a notorious fact, that on private bill 
days there was seldom orever a quorum; and if gentlemen 
would persist in dividing the committee, gross injustice would 
be done to the parties concerned. He thetefore moved an ad- 
journment. 

On the motion, Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were not ordered. 

Mr. WISE said, if the House would, by common consent, go 
back into°Committee ef the Whole, he would withdraw the 
motien to adjourn, 

Mr. ANDREWS said he would not consent to any euch ar- 
rangement. The House had power to compel the attendance 
of members, aad he wished the power to be exercised. 

Mr. WISE. Then I will not withdraw the motion. 

The question on the motion to adjourn was then taken by 
tellers, and resulied—ayes 50, noes 61. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House. 

Ov that motion, Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and 
nays; which being ordered were—yeas 54, nays 68. 

So the call was not ordered. 

A quorum being now present the House again resolved it- 
self into a Committee of the Whole, and resumed the conside- 
ration of the bill pending which it had risen. 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his motion for adiv.sion on the 
motion to strike out the enacting clause. 

The question on striking out was then taken, and negatived 
without acount, and the bill laid aside to be reported. 

The next bill wasa bill for the relief of Benjamin Adams and 
Co. and others. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved tostrike out the enacting clause, and 
in advocating the motion, he was quoting, ina general way, what 
had formerly been said on the floor of the House, relative to 
the waste and extravagance of the Democratic party and the 
present Administration; and that, when the Whigs were told 
they had vored for the bills granting the sums complained of as 
extravagant, they replied that the Denwcrats had the majority, 
and ought to have prevented the passage of all improper Jaws: 
“Pass these bills, voting away a million of money, and we will 
be again told, ‘the Democracy had the majority in the House, of 
Representatives; why «id they pass such bills?’ Mr. P. was 
called to or 'er by the CHAIR forirrelevancy. 

Mr. P&E TRIKIN centended that he was in order, inasmuch as 
he intended to show that the passage of this bill was impolitic, 
and wrong in principle. He therefore took an appes! from the 
decision of the CHair. 

And the question being on the appeal, some debate arose he- 
tween Mesers. MORGAN, GARLAND of Louisiana, DAVIS, 
and others, as to whether the appeal was cebatable. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana referred to the rule of the 
House, which declares that an appeal is not debatable. 

The question was then taken by tellers on sustaining the deci- 
sion of the Cnatr, and resu!ted—ayes 67, noes 53: no quornm. 

The committee then rose, and the chairman repo that fact 
to the House. 

Mr. ANDREWS gave notice that he would, on Monday, move 
a reconsideration of the vote, by which the House had ordered a 
daily recess, 

Mr. WELLER moved an adjournment. 

On that motion, the yeas and nays were ordered, and were— 
yeas 63, nays 60. 

So the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 


Monpay, May 18, 1840. 
* The CHAIR laid before the Sena‘e a report of the 
of the Navy, made in obedience to a resolution of the Senate, 
on the expediency of adopting the improved boarding pistols 
and rifles invented by Samuel Colt: which was read, refer 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a remonstrance from a large num- 
ber of merchants, of the city of New York, against the ‘e 
of the bill to ensure the more faithful execution of the laws re- 
lating to the coitection of duties on imports. : 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the memorial of the heirs of 
Thomas Farrar; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorial of the President and 
Directors of the Grand Gulf Railroad and Banking Company, 
praying a remission of duties on certain railroad iron; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. W. also presented a me:norial of citizens of Rankin 
county, Mississippi, praying the passage of a general bankrupt 
law; which wasiaidon the table. _ 

Mr KING presented the memorial of the Alabama and New 
Orleans Railroad Company, praying a remission of duties on 
certsin railroad iron; which was referred to the Commitee un 
ks ed the ial of Auguste Dave 

r. K. also presented t memorial o . 
zac; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


tious. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of inhabitants of 
Livingston county, New York, for the release of William Ly. 
ons Sechannies which was laid on the table. 
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On motion by Mr. SEVIER, the petition and papers of 
Captain. Fitzgerald were permitted wo be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Commitee on the Public Lands, to 
which waa ‘teferred the bil! to confirm the survey and location 
of claiméfor lands in the State of Mississi»p), east of Pear! 
river; and south of the ist degree of north latitude, reported the 
same withoat amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, to which 
was referred the petition of Frith, Smith, and Co. made an ad- 
vorse report thereon; which was ordered (0 be printed. 

Me. D. also, from the gam« committee, to which was referred 
certain documents exhibiting the relative consumption of oil 
in light-houses by means of reflectors and lenses, made a favora- 
ble redort thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr, PRESTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
which was referred a memorial of the State of Kentucky, for 
a restitution of certain arms furnished by that State for the use 
ofthe General Government, reported a joint resolution on the 
subject; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

t. STRANGE, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was recommitted the bill for the relief of Thomas L 
Winthrop and others, made a special report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, reported a 
bill for the establishment of ports of entry in the States of Mis 
souri and Arkansas, and to allow debenture in certain cases; 
which was read, aod ordered to a second reading, aud the docu- 
ments connected therewith ordered to be printed. 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of David 
©. Brockett; which was agreed to, 

Mr. K. also, fromthe same committee, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of various memorials in 
relation to a néw custom-house inthe city of Philadelphia; 
which waz agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, reporteda 
bill for the relief of William Raud; which was read, and or- 

red to a second reading. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which was recommitted the bill for the relief of 
Avery, Saltmarsh and Co, reported the same without amend- 


ment. 

Mr. ALLEN submited the following resolution for conside- 
ration: 

Reaolved, That, after to-day, the Senate will take a daily re- 
cess from half past 2 o'clock, p.m. to 4 oclock, p. m. 

The mi for the relief of Francis Cazeau was read a third 
time, and passed. 

The bill for the relief of Richard Robertson was taken up, 
asin committee of the whole, and, afier being discnssed by 
Messrs. CLAY of Alabama, WILLIAMS, HUBBARD, and 
TAPPAN, wae indefininitely postponed—yeas 21, noes 12. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States being taken up, 

Mr, WEBSTER addressed the Senate at length in opposition 
to the substitute proposed by Mr. Watt, and in favor of the 
bill reported by a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. 8TRANGE intmating an intention to address the Senate 
on the subject, it was informally passed over. 

_ The Senate then went into the consideration of Executive bu- 


And then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 18, 1840. 
THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he rose for the purpose of submitting 
a motion to suspend the rules to enable him to make a motion 
that the House resolve itse!{ into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the perpen of considering the bill 
from the Renate, commonly called the Independent Treasury 
Bill. He accordingly made the motion to suspend the rules. 

Mc. CUSHING objected to that motion. 

Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yeas and nays on the motion 
to auspend the rules; which were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS eaid there wasa very thin House, and he there- 
fore moved acall; and,on that motion, demanded the yeas and 
nays; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 86, nays48. So 
the House determined to havea call; which was proceeded in, 
and 162 answered to their names. The list of absentees was 
then called over until, 

On motion of Mr. LEET, all further proceeding in the cal! 
was dispensed with. 

The question then recurred on the motion to suspend the 
rules; which having been taken by yeas and nays, resulted- 
yeas 105, nays77. the rules were not supended. 

Mr, ATHERTON then moved to suspend the rules fur the 
puipose of introducing a resolution in substance that the House 
would, on to-morrow, at the hour of twelve o'clock, resolve it 
selfinto Cemmittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to 
take up the ladependent Treasury Bill, and that it be made the 
special order fur that day, and every subsequent day, from the 
ame — to take precedence of all other business until dis- 

ol. 

Mr. BR: GARLAND inquired of the Cuarr whether it woul 
not be-in order on to-morrew to move the resvlution? 

The CHAIR. said it would not, except on a suspension of the 
rules for that purpose, the bill introduced by the gentieman from 
Tennessee, Mr, Bets, to secure the freedom of elections, being 
the first business.in order on the calendar. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on the motion 
to suspend the rules; which, having been ordered, were—yeas 
105, nay 72, as follows: ¥ 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Brewster, Burke, 
Sampson If. Batler, William. O. Butier, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, 
Ohapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis. Doan, Doiz, 
Dro Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, 
F Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gerry, Griffin, Ham- 
mond, Hand, John: Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of North Caro- 
lina, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jacksow, 
en Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kittle, r, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCullech, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Muller, Montanys, 

} , Satiuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Par- 
menter; Parris} ter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Rives, 
Robinson, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 





























Simonton, John Smith, Thomas Sm'th, 8 arkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Sumter, *wearingen, Sweney, Jacob Thomson, 
Turney, Vroom, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, and Heary Williams—t05 

NAYVS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Alien, Andrews, Baker, 
Barnar’, Bell, Biddie, Briges, Brockway, Avson Brown, Cal- 
houn, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chittenden, Cran- 
ston, Curtis, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland 
Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Giaham, Grangem 
Green, Habersham, Hall, William &. Hastings, Hawes, Hen- 
ry, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Lincoln, Marvin, Monroe, 
Morgan, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Slade, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tripleu, Trumbull, Underwood, Wagner, 
Warren, Edward D. White, John White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liame, Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—79. 

So the rules were not suspended. 


Mr. MONROE of New York made a motion to suspend the 
rules to enable him to move a resoluuon that the House would 
on to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, and every subsequent day, except 
Fridays and Saturdays, at the same hour, resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unien. to take up the 
several appropriation bills in the order in which they stand on 
the calendar; and that said bills be made the special order to take 
precedence of all other business until disposed of, excepting 
private bill days; and that then the Independent Treasury bill 
should be taken up and disposed of after the same manner. 

Mr. R. GARLAND said the resolution would not change the 
order of business. These bills came up as a matter of course. 

Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the motion tosuspend the rules on 
the table. 

Mr. FROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered. 

Mr. McKAY inquired if it was in order to do a thing by reso- 
lution which was already provided for. 

The CHAIR said the gentleman had made a motion to sus 
pend the rules for that purpose, which was in order. 

Mr. TURNEY hoped the rules would be suspended. 

Mr. MONROE having modified his resolution, after some con- 
versation, wi' hdrew it. 

The SPEAKER announced that this being the day set apart 
by the rules for the reception of resolutions, he would proceed 
to call the S’ates for that purpose; but 

On motion, the rules were suspended for the purpose of pre- 
senting petitions; when 

The SPEAKER called the States for that purpose, commenc. 
ing with the State of Massachusetts, 

Pe itions were then presented by Messrs. ADAMS, BRIGGS, 
REED, BAKER, PARMENTER, H. WILLIAMS, CUSHING, 
and W_ B. CALHOUN, of Magzachusetts. 

By Mr. TILLINGHAST of Khotle Island. 

By Messrs. OSBORNE and TRUMBULL of Connecticut. 

By Messrs. HALL, SLADE, and FLETCHER ot Vermont. 

(Mr. Fietcner presented memorial of several citizens of the 
city of Rochester, Monroe county, New York, praying the re- 
lease of Wm. {L. Mackenzie; (this memorial was nearly forty 
feetin length, and signed by names on /1c0 columns, the whole 
length.) Memorial of John G, Parker and numerous signers 
of Rochester, New York, on the above subject. Memorial of 
Morgan Penfield and other citizens of Monroe county, New 
York,on the samesubject. Memorial of J. D. Langdon and others 
of Genesee county, New York, on the same subject. Me- 
morial of J. P Ballard and others of Murray, Orleans county, 
on the same subject. Memorial of H. T. Camp and other 
citizens of Stowe, Vermont, praying for the relief of Wm. L. 
Mackenzie Petition of Harvey Richardson of Montpelier, Ver- 
mont. Petition of H. W. W. Miller and others, praying for a 
grant of land in Oregon Territory.) 


By Messrs. HAND, PRENTISS, STRONG, WAGENER, 
BROWN, VANDERPOEL, BREWSTER, DANA, LEO- 
NARD, MONTANYA, ALLEN, JACKSON, FLOYD, MAL- 
LURY, CUKTIS, BARNARD, NA CHANTEL JONES. HOFF- 
MAN, FILLMORE, HUNT, MORGAN, FINE, GATES, 
KEMBLE, CHITTENDEN, GRENNELL, MONROE, PA- 
LEN, and ROGERS, of New York. 


(Mr. Hann presented the following petitions’ Of Joseph E}- 
lery fora pension. referred to the Committee on Tivalid Pen- 
sions. Of Stephen Howard, a Revolutionary soldier, for a grant 
of land: referred to the Committee on Private Land Clams. 
Of Alexander Ferrish, and others, praying for indemnity for 
losses in the Revolutionary War: referred to the Commitiee 
on Revolutionary Claims. Of Jeremiah McCready, praying 
for reimbursement of moneys advanced to two compauies of 
United States troops during the last war: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. Of John Clark, fer a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Of children of 
Joseph Plumb, for arrears of pension: referred to the Committee 
on Kevolutionary Pensions. Of children of Mary Addones, for 
arrears of pension: referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Pensions. Also, on his motion, the papers of Squire Ferris 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutonary Pensions. } 

(Mr. Jones of New York presented the petition of 126 voters 
of the third district in tne Seventh Ward of the city of New 
York, praying that William Lvon Mackenzie may be speedily 
released from imprisonment. The said Mackenzie having been 
released, Mr. J. moved to lay it on the table.) 

{Mr. Srrone presented the following peutions: Of William 
Wilcox and Truman Henninway, for relief: referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. Of Isaac Goodwin, praying the 
passage of a law making provision for the payment of his pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. } 

{Mr. Prentiss presented the peution of Jeremiah E. Cary 
and 49 other citizens of Cherry Valley, Otsego county, New 
York, praying for the passage of a general bankrupt law.) 

(Mr. Hunr of New York presented three memorials from 
717 citizens of Troy, New York, praying Congress for the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law. 2 

Mr. H. said that upen presenting these memorials, he would 
claim the indulgence of the House to submit a single remark, 
though strictly outoforder. He wished to call the atten ion ot 


the memorials. It wasone of more general and engrossing in- 
terest than any now before the country, and in his estimation 
called for immediate action of the House commitiee, withort 
waiting the progress of the propositions on the subject of bank- 
rupicy, now pending before the other branch of the National Le- 
gislature. : ; 

He, therciore, wished to bespeak the immediate attention of 


the Committee on the Judiciary particularly to the subject of 


seanieniniian 
the Judiciary Committee to the subject, and without further 
trespassing upon the kindness of the House, would move the 
reference ,of the memorials to the Committeeon the Jud}. 
ciary. 

abd, the memoria! of 146 citizens of the townof Brunswick 
county of Rensselaer, New York, asking the House of Repre. 
sentatives to Inquire into the case of William Lyon Mackenzie, 
imprisoned at Kochester, New York, under sentence from one 
of the Federalcourts, fora violation of the neutrality laws of 
the Goverument; and intercele for the release of said Mac. 
kenzie. 

Mc. H. said that, since receiving said memorial, and before 
any opportunity had been presented of offering the same to the 
House, he had perceived from the public journals that the 
prayer of the memorialists had been eomplied with by the Ey. 
ecuuive of the country, and he therefore would move to lay the 
memorial upon the table. 

_ Mr. H. also stated that he had in his possession resolutions 
from the Legislature of his own State, in relation to the na. 
tional domain, and also in reference to the consent ofthe State 
to the construction by the General Governmentof a ship canal 
around the Niagara Falls, and urging the passage by Congress 
of a law for that purpose, but he would forbear sending said 
resolutions to the table, as similar ones had already been pre- 
sented by those who had preceded him this morning. ] 

Mr. KANDOLPH of New Jersey presented a petition from 
certain citizens of that State, praying that the nett proveeds of 
the public lands be distributed among the several States. He 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands, with instructions to report a bill, to go into effect after 
the year 1840, in accordance with the prayers of the petition. 
ers. Mr. R. moved the previous question on the motion, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the whole subject on the tabie. 

Mr. RANDOLPH demanded the yeas and nays 

Mr. LEWIS moved that there be a call of the House, and on 
that motion demanded the yeas and nays; which, having been 
ordered, were—yeas 37, nays 108. 

The question then recurring on the motion to Jay the whole 
subject on the table, it was determined tn the affirmative on 
yeas and nays, there being ayes 89, nays 69. 

Petitions were then further presented by Mr. VROOM of 
New Jersey. 

By Messrs. PEF RIKIN and JAMES of Pennsy!vania. 

(Mr. James presented a petition on the subject of Aboli. 
tion, which he said he knew came within the rules on that 
subject; but he moved that the rules be suspended to enable 
him to present them to the House. } 

Mr. LEWIS demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE moved to lay the motion to suspend the rules on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays; which having 
been ordered, 

Mr. JAMES withdrew his motion to suspend the rules. 


Petitions were further presented from Messrs. JAMES, 
LEET, RAMSEY, TOLAND, EDWARDS, McCULLOCH, 
MARCHAND, PAYNTER, OGLE, MEWHARD, HAM. 
MOND, FORNANCE, and SARGEANT. 

(Mr. Leet of Pennsylvania said he had received and was re- 
quested to present a memorial adopted at a large and respecta 
ble meeting of citizens of the Territory of Wiskonsin, held at 
Green Bay, on the 12th of February last. This memorial, said 
Mr. L. requests Congress to make apprepriations in aid of the 
improvement of the navigation of the Fox and Wiskonsin rivers, 
as also the military road from Fort Howard to Fort Crawford; 
which appropriations, it is suggested, shall be expended under 
the direction of the War Department. The memorialists also 
pray that a port of entry may be established at the iown of 
Green Bay. Mr. L. moved that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on the Territories, which was agreed to. ] 

(Mr. Perrikin presented the petition of sundry inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania, for a grant of land tu the officers of the army of 
the United States whoserved during the late war with Great 
Britain: referred tothe Committee en Military Affairs. Also, 
the memorial of Daniel Nesbitt, and 43 other inhabitants o! 
Lewisburg, Union county, Pa. asking the passage of alaw fora 
protective tariff on all goods imported from foreign countries 
into = United States: referred to the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, 

(Mr. PaynTer presented a petition from the citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, asking that a law may be passed allowing a donation 
of land to such officers as served during the war of 1812: refer- 
red to the Committee on the Public Lands. } 

Atthis stage of the proceeding, the House, in accordance with 
the resolution adopted on Saturday last, took a recess from half 
past 2 to4 o’clock. 






















[EVENING SESSION. ]} 

At four o’clock the SpgaKer resumed the chair, and the call 
on the States for petitions was continued. 

Petitions were presented by Messrs. SERGEANT, BEATTY, 
MORRISS, and McCULLOCH of Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. Beatry presented a petition signed by a large number 
of the inhabitants of Western Pennsylvania, praying that a na- 
tional road may be made from the hase of the Laure] hill, by 
way of the arsenal, near Pittsburgh, to the harbor at Erie. 
Also one from a number of the inhabitants of Jefferson and In- 
diana counties, praying that a post route may be establishe 
from Brovkvilieto Smicksburgh. Also one from a number of 
the inhabitants of Alleghany and Beaver counties, praying for 
a post route to be established between Pittsburgh and Hocks. 
town. 

Mr. B said he held in his hand, one signed by thirteen of the 
inhabitants of Armstrong county, in his district. He had no! 
the pleasure of knowing them, but he presumed they were 
very respectable, as all his constituents were. He regretted 
that they were disturbed about slavery in the ‘District of Co- 
lumbia. Asit would be against the rule adopted in reference 
tu slavery, he would not press its reference. } 

By Mr. ROBINSON of Delaware. 

By Messrs. CARROLL and DENNIS of Maryland. 
wink Messrs. RIVES, TALLIAFERO, and the SPEAKER, 0! 

irginia. 

Ry Mr. SHEPARD of North Carolina. 

By Messrs. HOLMES and CAMPBELL of South Carolina 

(Mr. Hotmes presented the memorial of the Chamber 0! 
Commerce at Charleston, South Carolina, asking the pasrage 
of a general bankrupt law, which on his motion. was referred 
to the Committee of Commerce. Also, the memorial of 4 
steamboat company, in relation to compensation for carrying 
the mail: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. } 
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By Mr. WARREN of Georgia. ; 

By Messrs. BUTLER, DENNIS, and ANDREWS, of Ken- 
way ANDREWS referred to the motion he had made ou 
Saturday to reconsider the vote by which, on that day, a daily 
recess had been ordered. He did not wish to press the mat- 
ter at this time, and therefore moved to postpone it until 
Thursday. 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay the motion to 1econsider on the 

le. 

7 ANDREWS said, his object in moving the reconsidera- 
tion was, to offer a resolution that the House meet at 10a. m. 
and adjourn at 4 p. m. daily, : 

Mr. BANKS then withdrew his motion to lay on the table, 
and the petition to postpone till Thursday was agreed to. 

Petitions were presented 

By Messrs. BLACK WELL, CAVE JOIINSON, C. H. WIL- 
LIAMS, and the SPEAKER, from Tennessee. 

By Messrs. STARKWEATHER, and GIDDINGS of Ohio. 

Me. GIDDINGS presented sundry petitions on the subject of 
slavery, Which came within the rule disposing of petitions of 
that character; and he moved a suspension of the rules, to en- 
able him to present chem to the House. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama made a point of order, whethee 
jt was In order to make a motion to suspend the rules, for th 

urpose indicated. 

The CHAIR decided that it was. 

Mr. HUPKINS demanded the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which were ordered. 

Mr. R. GARLAND moved to lay the whole subject on the 
I 


table. 

en cemanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table, and it was agreed to. 

Petitions were further presented fram Ohio by Messrs. 
DOANE, RIDGEWAY, ALLEN, GOODE, SWENEY, and 
SWEARiNGEN. 

[Mr. SWEARINGEN presented the petition of a number of citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, Ohio, praying that a duty be laid on the 
importation of foreign silks: refrred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. Also, the petition of Benjamin W. Ladd, praying com- 
pmeetiee for money paid out in defending a suit brought by 

uncan McArthur, in consequence of a decision of Congress, 
upon a line dividing the Virginia military land district, from 
the lands belonging to Congress, &c. referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. } 

(Mr. Ripeway presented the petition of Christopher Niswon- 
en and William 8. Sullivant. The petititioners state, that in 

ovember, 1837, they entered into acontract with the Com- 
missary Department to furnish and deliver certain provisions 
forthe United States army, at Fort Towson, public landing; 
that they purchased and shipped the quantity contracted for, 
and that within a few miles of said landing, the boat snagged 
and sunk, and a portion of said provisions was thereby lost; 
that they were assured by the agents of the Government atthe 
time, that it would not be expected that they, the petitioners, 
would fulfil the residue of their coatract. The petitioners further 
state that they secured and delivered supplies to tae amount of 
$5,454 48, and that they have received trom the Government 
$4,000, and that the balance has been retained by the officers 
of the Government; and it is against this decission of the officers 
of Government that the petitioners protest, and ask the inter- 
ference of the Congress of the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Claims. } ; 

By Mesers. R GARLAND and CHINN of Louisiana. 

4 Messrs. RARIDEN and DAVIS of Indiana: 

(Mr. Davis presented the joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of Indiana, relative to repeal of duty on salt. Also, relative to 
the improvement of White river. Also, relative to the frank- 
ing privilege for agricultural societies. The petition of sundry 
citizens of Knox and Davis counties, for a mail route from 
Washington to Carlisie. The petition of sundry citizensin fa- 
vor of the claim of John Wiison, of Owen county, Indiana. 
Also, certain joint resolutions passed by the Leg'slature of In- 
diana, on the subject of the Cumberland road; which he moved 
to refer to the Committee of Waysand Means, with instruc- 
tions to report a bill a continue the construction of the said road 
in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. ] 

Mr. BANKS moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays; which, having 
been ordered, were—yeas 63, nays 73. 

So the House refused to lay it on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS moved the previous question on the motion to re- 
fer, with instructions. 

Mr. HUBBARD called for a division of the question, so as to 
take the vote first on the motion to refer, and then on the in 
structions. 

Mr. CONNOR moved acall of the House; and 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays on that mo- 
tion; which having been ordered, were—yeas 55, nays 82. 

A call was refused. 

The question then recurrring on the demand for the previous 
question, and Messrs. Dawson and Leapsetrer having been 
appointed tellers to ascertain whether there was a second, re- 
ported that there were, yeas 77, nays 60. 

question then recurring whether the main question 
should be then put, which main question would have been on 
the adoption of the instruction, 

Mr, WISE demanded the yeas and ways; which were or- 


dered. 
_ Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi moved that the House ad- 
tm 


urn. 
Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered. 


The question was then taken on the motion to adjourn, by 
ellers, and agreed to—ayes 74, noes 51. 
Tae House then adjourned till 1) o’eluck, to-morrow. 





IN SENATE, 
Tvgspay, May 19, 1840. 

The CHAIR submited a message from the President of the 
United Siates, in relation to the bonds issued by the Territorial 
Government of Florida, which was laid on the table, and or- 
dered, to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply to 
a resolution of the 28th of April, on the issue of Treasury notes; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

rt, CLAY of Kentucky presented the petition of Fielder R. 
Dorsett, for an increase of compensation; which was referred ‘o 
the Committee on Claims, 


eee 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








Mr. STURGEON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, asked to be discharged from the consideration of the 
claim of the heir of Thomas Farra., and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of a number of the citi 
zens of Washington, stating that they labor under great inconve- 
nience, in consequence of the banks of the District refusing to 
fulfil their obligations to the public, and praying Congress to 
take such measures as may compel a resumpuon Of specie 
payments; which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the Southern Steam- 
packet Company of the city of Charleston, praying compensa- 
ution for transporting the United States mai!, under the authority 
ofthe Post Office Department; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Oflice and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALUOUN presented the memorial of James Leary 
and others, hat manufacturers of the city of New York. 

Mr. C. said, the grievance of which they complain is, that 
silk hats, and the unfinished body of fur hats, are admitted du 
ty free, contrary, as they believe, to the true meaning of the 
compromise act; and the relief asked is, the passage of a bill to 
restore the protection to which they think they are entitled. 
The petition is numerously signed, there being nearly a thou- 
sand names affixed, all, as he was informed, engaged in the hat- 
ter’s business. 

It may be asked, why he had been selected by so numerous 
and respectable a body of citizens, belonging to another and 
distant Siate, to present their petition, when his opposition to a 
protective tariff was so wellknown.  [lecouldassign but one 
reason, and that was, that they concurred with him in the 
opinion that the necessity for protection originated in an un- 
sound currency; and that all that was required to afford ample 
protection against competition from any quarter, was a sound 
uniform, and siable currency. Thepetition wasdrawn up with 
ability, by a mechanic, as he was assured, but whose good 
sense and sound discriminating judgment would do him credit 
in this or any other body. ‘That he should be thus supported, 
in so important a position, by sucha body of men, so deeply 
interested, and capable of judging correctly of their interests, and 
that they should select him to present their petition on account 
of the accordance of their views with his, was nota little grati- 
fyingtohim. It gave additional assurance of future peace and 
harmony between the different portions ofthe Union. It is well 
to speak plainly. We shall never see peace and harmony 
within our borders, till the tariff question is satisfactorily ad- 
justed; and it can never be satisfactorily adjusted but through 
the currency question. He had long seen that the currency 
was atthe boitom ofthat vexed question; and it gave him new 
hopes, to see the same opinion spreading in other quarters, and 
especially in that from which this able petition comes. He 
hoped that it would receive the serious attention of the Senate; 
and in order that the members might have an opportunity to 
read it at their leisure, he moved that it should be printed for 
their use, and referred to the Committee on Manufactures fur 
consideration; which wasaccordingly ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the widow of Joseph 
S. Cannon. 

Mr. PIERCE submitted the following resolution for conside- 
ration: 

Whereas it is apparent that great frauds have been practised 
within the last four years upon Congress on claims growing out 
of Revolutionary services; and whereas the Government, in 
consequence vf alarge porttionof its records being Jost by fire 
o otherwise, has no adequate means of protection against such 
frauds. therefore 

Resolved, (as the opinion of the Senate, ) That it is just and ex- 
pedientto insist upon the bar interposed by the statute of limi- 
tations for allclaims forthe payment of which provision was 
made prior to 1800, unless the claimant shall first make a satis- 
factory explanation of the causes of delay since that period, 
and sustain his application by documentary testimory. 

The bill to provide for satisfying outstanding claims to 
bounty Jands for military services during the last war with 
Great Britain, and for other purposes, was taken up; and after 
an animated discussion, in which Messrs. PRENTISS, SE- 
VIER, YOUNG, BENTON, HUBBARD, CLAY of Kentucky, 
SMITH of Indiana, and WALKER, patticipated, was post- 
poned unti] to-morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate again proceeded to consider the bill to esta- 
blish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United 
States. The question being on Mr. WaALL’s substitute for 
the bill— 

Mr. STRANGE having stated that he differed in his views 
on this subject from all the rest of the committee, proceedeil to 
exhibit and illustrate them at large, and was understood to come 
to the conclusion that the subject was involved in very great, if 
not insurmountable difficulties; that the same objections which 
went against bringing such a law to bear upon banks and other 
State corporations, went with equal force and clearness against 
its application to individuals; and that, if any were included, 
ail ought to be included. 

Mr. NORVELL having signified his desire to speak briefly 
on the subject— : 

The bill, by conSent, was laid over till to-morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, May 19, (340. 

Petitions were presented, by the general consent of the 
House, by Messrs. GERRY, JAMESON, DILLET, McCLEL- 
LAN, STUART, GENTRY. REYNOLDS, BLY, HOWARD, 
WICK. WISE, SLADE, BETRNE. CHAPMAN of Alabama, 
DAWSON, HAWES, LOWELL, HILLEN, BURKE, SHAW, 
JOHNSON of Maryland, CASEY, CARR, BREWSTER, 
DAVEE, TAYLOR and LEONARD. 

Mr. LOWELL, by general consent, presented the following 
resolutions, recently adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Maine, which, on his motion, were ordered to be Jaid on the ta- 


bie, and printed: 
STATE OF MAINE. 
Resolves relative to the repeal of the act giving a bounty to 
vessels engaged in the fisheries. 

Resolved, That the repeal of the act, giving a bounty to ves- 
sels engaged in the fisheries, would affect the general prosperi- 
ty of this State, by injuring the interest engaged in navigation, 
in ship-building, and in the fisheries. 7 

Resolved, That naucnal policy requires a continuance of 
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the fishin;s bounty, to foster and sustain the commerce of we 
country in peace, and to afford a competent supply of able sca 
men forthe naval service ia wa 

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and 
Representatives be requested, to use their exertions to prevent 
a repeal or modification of the Jaw, ended an act ! ing a du- 
ty on imported salt, granting a ee an pickied sh, ¢x- 
ported, and allowances to certain vessels employed in the 
res, or Of any acts Oc parts of acts relating t the bounty to 
vessels or individuals engaged in the fisheries, 

Resolved, That the Governor de requested to forward a cer- 
tified copy of these resolutions tjaeach of our Senators and Re- 
presentatives in Congress, 

Mr. L. also presented the proceedings of a public meeting 
held at Bucksport, Maine, on the subject of an appropriation 
for erecting a fortification on the Penobscot river, opposite 
Bucksport, and the establishment ofa military and naval depot 
at Castine; which were referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. Also, the petition of M y 
Pilsbury, and 364 other citizens of | ucksport, Maine, and its 
Vicinity, for the same object; which were referred to the same 
committee. Also, the petition of John C. Tatbor and other cith- 
zens of Mechisses, Maine, for a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

[Mr. Jameson presented the following peuuons: A petition 
to establish a mail route from Jefferson city, by the mouth of 
Niangua and Buflalo, to Springfield. Also, a petition to esta- 
blish a mail route from the Merrimac, by the Piney Mills, Bur- 
den’s and Grigsby’s, to Forsyth. Also, a petition of Jesse L. 
Oldham for an increase of pension. Also, a petition of sundry 
citizens of Clark county for an appropriation for the impreve- 
ment of the Desmoines river. Also, a petition of sundry citi 
zens of Calloway county for the establishment of a certain 
mail route therein mentioned. Also, a petition of sundry cill- 
zens of Cole county for the establishment of a certain miail 
route therein mentioned. And also a petitien of sundry citl- 
zens of Boonville for the establishment of a certain mai! route 
therein mentioned; which were severally referred to their ap- 
propriate committees. } 

(Mr. Casey presented the petition of a large number of citi- 
zens of the city of Chicago, Lilinois, praying tor the release of 
William L. Mackenzie. Mr, C, stated as Mackenzie had been 
pardoned, and the object of the petitioners obtained, he moved 
to lay the petition on the table; which motion prevailed. Mr. 
C. also presented the petition of Mr. Jeremiah Fields, praying 
for the correcucn of an erroneous land entry : renewal to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. ] ; 

{Mr. Suaw presented the petition of Samuel Billings, pray- 
ing for the bounty ona fishing schooner, the Luzana: referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the memorial of Na- 
thanie! B. Baker, and 121 other citizens of Concord, New Bab. 
shire, praying for the paidon of William Lyon Mackenzie. 
Laid on the table.] ‘ 

(Mr. ReyNotps presented the petition of George H. Walker, 
of Wiskonsin Ty. praying to be confirmed in his claim to land 
in Milwaukie; and the petition of Robert Brownfield, praying 
a pension for Revolutionary services: referred to the appropriate 
committees. ] 


{Mr. Burke presented the petition of Phineas George, pray- 
ing to be placed upon the invalid pension list. Also, the peti- 
tion of James Henry, administrator of William Henry, prayin 
for compensation for wages due said William Henry, as. mid- 
shipman in the service of the United States, and for .property 
of said William Henry io pomanes of the United States, } 

[Mr. Carr presented the petition of William Gentry and 
others, prayang ‘be change of so much of the mail rovte fram 
Rockport to Washington as hes between Jonesborough and 
Jasper, and that said route be established through Taylorsville, 
Warrick county, Indiana; also, the petition of William Mum- 
er and others, praying for & post route from Canton, via 

Jitue York, Sage’s Ferry, to Rockford, Indiana: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. } 

(Mr. Howarp, of ntiam, presented a petition from Madison 
Collins, of Warren county, Indiana, praying thatthe petitioner 
be placed on the pension roll of invalid pensioners: 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The 
Carroll and others, citizens of Porter county, 
for the establishment of a post route: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition of Thomas 
Lomas and others, praying the extension of the Pre-emption 
laws: referred tothe Committee on Public Lands. The peti- 
tion of certain citizens of Carrol! county, praying the jab 
ment of a post route: referred to the Commitee on oat Of. 
fice and Post Roads. The petition of sundry citizens of Parser 
and Lake counties, praying the extension of the pre-emption 
laws: referred to the Committee on Publie nee Seve 

(Mr. Daves presented the petitions of James ; 
and others, and G. M. Burleigh and others, for the estab 
ofa mail route from Waterville, in the county of Ker 
Dover, in the county of Piscataquis, State of Maine. ° 
petition of Alexander Woodward amd others, praying for 
route from Fish’s Mills to the town’of Massardis, in the 
of Aroostook, in saidState; which were severally re ‘othe 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, Mr. D. algo pre- 
sented the proceedings of a public meeting at Bangor, Maine, 
on the subjectof an appropriation for the erection of a fortifi- 
cation on the Penobscot river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. } 


(Mr. Brewster presented the following pettions: Two of citi- 
zens of Oswego county for a general bankrupt law: referred tv 
the Committee on the Judiciary. One of citizens of 0 
and Onondaga counties, for a road: referred to. the Com 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. One of Henry Fiz 


s. referral 
tition of Isaac 
jana, praying 






ay 


hugh and others, for the erection of beacons and light-houses on 
the Thousand Islands, in the river St. Lawrence; ref 6 the 
Commitee on Commerce. Also. a memorial of inhabitants on 
the Northern frontier, for a ship canal aroutal the Fae of Ni 

agara: referred to the Commitice op Roads and Canals, and the 


memorial ordered to be printed. And also gent to the Clerk’s 
table divers petitions in the case of Wm ‘yon Mackenzie.J 
(Mr. Taytor presented the petition of Solomen Srturgirs 
for relief, in relation to a tract of Jand entered under military 
bounty land scrip: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. Also, the petition of J. W. Thompson, prayil 
propriatien of money for the completion of the mong 
the memory ofthe mother of Washi , near Frederity 
Virginia. ‘Also, a preamble and resolutions of the Ger 
sembly of the State of Ohio, in relation to the 
lands: referred to the Committee on the Public 
(Mr. Mr-ien of Missouri ted the followi 
viz: Of Samuel Bands others, of Missouri, 
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ofa law establishing a line of four horse post coaches, 
the transportation of the mail twice per week from Boone- 
ville, Cooper county, Missouri, by Georgetown, Calhoun, Clin- 
ton, and Oceola, to Springfield, and from thence through Berry 
and Newton counting, in said State, to Fayetteville aud Little 
Rock, in the State of Arkansas: referred © the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. Of Amos Fristoe and others, 
asking the passage of a law establishing a line of four horse 
post coaches, for the transportation of the mail twice a week 
from Booneville, ner, by Georgetown, Warsaw, and 
Bolivar, to Springfield, and frem_ thence through Berry and 
Newton counties, in said Staté, to Fayetteville and Little Rock, 
tn the State of Arkansas: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. Of William Y, Slack, Tho. R. Bryan, 
and others, asking the passage of a law establishing a post road 
in Missouri, from Carrollton, Carroll co. to Bluff Grove, in Davis 
00. by the way of Le Barrow and Chillicothe, in Lexington co: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Of J. H. McBride,H. J. Durkee, and others,asking the establish- 
ment of a post road from the mouth of the river Des Moines, in 
Clark county, Missouri, by Shelbyville, in Shelby county, to 
Paris, Monroe county, in said State: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Of Alfred Deatherage, 
John Jones, and others, asking the establishment of a post road 
from Van Buren, in Ripley county, Missouri, to Piney Post Of- 
fice: referred tothe Committee on the Post Offi ef and Post 
Of Amos Burdyne, of St. Charles county, Missouri, 
praying that relief may be granied him, in reference to a tract 
of land settled by him, all of which is set forth in said petition: 
referred to the Committee on Private land Claims. Of F. 
Church, and otkers, of Clark county, Missouri, praying the 
passage ofa law granting them special rigiits of pre emption 
%0 Cevtain lands therein described: referred to the Committee 
oP, Public Lands. Also of papers of William Warden. of Mis- 
wouri, praying the passage ofa law by Congress, refunding to 
him the sum of $706, of which sum he allegesto have been 
robbedjby the Sac and Fox Indians, in the yearn1814,and to make 
him compensation for other property taken from him at the 
mame time by the said Indians: referred to the Committe of 
Claims. } 

ee Leonaarp presented the petition of John Jordon, an inva- 
lid woldier of the late war, praying to be inscribed on the pen- 
sion roll. Of citizens of the counties of Steuben and Chemung, 
in the State of New York, for the establishment of a mail route 
from the village of Corning, in Steuben, to the village of Fair- 
port, in Chemung. Of Asa H. Truman and sixty eight others, 
against the adiniasion of any new State into the Union, whose 
Constitution tolerates slavery. Also, a memorial of one hun- 
dred and ninety-eight citizens of the county of Tioga, in the 
said State, for the release of Wm. Lyon Mackenzie.] 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked the House to excuse him from serving 
on the Joint Committee in relation tc the contract with Clark 
and Force, for the publication of the Documentary History of 
the United States. His first reason for wishing to be excused was, 
that his duties on other committees would not allow him to give 
that attention to the subject which it merited; and the second 
was, that he had some persona! feeling on the subject, which 
should not be brought to bear. Mr. P. was accordingly ex- 


cused. 
CONVENTION WITII MEXICO. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHING, (the rules having been sus- 
pended for the purpose,) the House resolved itsel! into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. J. Gartanp 
in the chair,} on the bill heretofore reported from the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, entitled “A bill to carry into effect a 
convention between the United States and the Mexican Re- 
public.”’ 

The bill having been read— 

*-Mr. CUSHING gaid he would not detain the House further 
than to say a few words in explanation of the reasons why, un- 
der the direction of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he had 
called up this bill for action. 

It was known that much time had ~ sed in obtaining a treaty 
with Mexico for the liquidation of the claims of our citizens. A 
treaty had at length been concluded upon just and equitable 
terms. One of the provisions of it was that the joint commis 
ston to be appointed under it should be appointed and should 
actually assemble at Washington within three months after the 
exchange of the ratification of the treaty. That exchange took 
place on the 7th of April, and, therefore, the commissioners, 
ander the treaty, must be appointed and must actually assemble 
here within three months of that time. Otherwise, the treaty 
would be at an end, and, of course, the relations between the 
United States and Mexic» wonld again be thrown out tosea. It 
was important, therefore, that the bill should be speedily passed, 
in order that the President might make the appointments, and 
that the commission should assemble. 


There was also another reason. The treaty provided that the 
two Government should address a joint note to the King of Prus- 
sia, inviting him to act as arbiter. under the treaty, and, if he 
declined to act, that the Queen of Great Britain or the King ot 
the Netherlands should be invited to act in that capacity. He 
was authurized to state that the King of Prussia had consented to 
actas arbiter, and therefore that difficulty was removed. He had 
also received information from Mexico, through a private 
source, that the two commissioners on the part of that Repub- 
lic had been appointed—Mr. Posada and Mr. Castullo—genile- 
men of distinction in that eountry, who might be expected spee- 
dily; and it might lead to much inconvenience if the commis 
sioners On Our part were not appointed. Therefore, without 
going into the details of the bill, unless some objection was made 
to it he would submit it without further commentto the decision 
of the committee, 


Mr. L. WILLIAMS Se ees that the salary of $3,500 pro- 
vided by one bill for each of the commissioners was greater than 
it ought to be. 

' Mr. CUSHING entered into some explanations as to the ar- 
Tauous and peculiar character of the duties imposed upon the 
commissioners, &c.; and said that, ander all circumstances, the 
Committee of Ways and Means had come to the decision that 
the salary of $3,500 was appropriate. The commissioners a) 
pointed unde: various other treavies had received salaties of 
either $3,000 or $3,500; but he was not aware that the amount 
m any case had bee jess than $3,000. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND inquired of Mr. Cusuine what might 
ve the probable amount of claims upon the Mextcan Govern- 
ment, as some of his constituents had a good deal of interest in 
them. He wished also to know what was tebe the probable 
vaiue ofthe Mexican Treasury notes provide! for in the 9th sec- 
tjon. If he understood the condition of the Mexican Treasury, 


and the rate at which their stocks, bonds &c. were sold, they 
were notat a very high rate; and he wished to know whether 
there were any provisions entered into by which the Treasury 
notes to be issued by that Government were to be of any more 
value than their other stocks and securites, or whether the 
Claimants were to he put off with these notes at the same rate of 
value asthe bonds, &c. bore, namely, a reduction of about 30 

r cent. 

Mr. CUSHING was not able to state the specific aggregate 
amount of the claims by citizens of the United States, be- 
cause many of the amounts were unliquidated. But he re- 
ferred Mr. G. to a document which would exhibit an enu- 
meration of the various claims, with a calculation as to the 
amount, &c. 

Asto the other point—the value of the Mexican Treasury 
notes—Mr. C. said he knew that Mexican bonds and other 
credits were atagreat depreciation. The reason of that was 
to be found notalone in the exhausted state of the Mexican 
Trsasury, butin the fact that there was no fixed means or pro- 
vision for the payment of these bonds; they depended on the 
solvency and general good faith of the Mexican Republic. And 
if this treaty were silent on that point, he should esteem it of 
much less value than he did now. 

Mr. C. then explained that there was a provision in the treaty 
which, to a certain degree, avoided that difficulty, by making 
these Treasury notes directly chargeable upon a given source 
of revenue, (to wit, the duties not only on imports but exports,) 
so as to leave a fair and reasonable prospect in relation to 
them. 

On motion of Mr. C. there being no further proposition to 
ee the committee then rose, and the bill was reported to the 
louse. 

The question being on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, in the amendment reducing 
the salary of the commissioners from $3,500 to $3,000, 

Mr. HUBBARD demanded the yeas and nays on that ques- 
tion; which were refused. : 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous question; which was 
seconded, aad the main question ordered. 

The amendmentof the committee was then concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; 
and having been engrossed, was read a third time, and passed, 
as follows: 

“A BILL to carry into effect a convention between the United 
Siates and the Mexican Republic. 

“Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the President of the United States, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint two com- 
tnissioners, who, together with two commissioners to be ap- 
pointed by the President of the Mexiean Republic, shall form a 
board, whose duty it shall be to receive and examine all claims 
which are provides for by the convention between the United 
States and the Mexican Republic, concluded at Washington on 
the eleventh day of April, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-nine, and which may be presented to said commissioners 
under the sate, and to decide thereon according to the provi- 
sions of said convention, and the principles of justice, equity, 
and the law of nations. 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enucted, That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, shall appoint a secretary to said commissioners, in be- 
half of the United States, versed in the English and Spanish 
languages. 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That said commissioners 
on the part of the United States, in conjunction with the com- 
missioners on the part of the Mexican Republic, shall be, and 
they are hereby, authorized to make all needful rules and regu- 
lations for conducting the business of their said commissions, 
such rules and regulations not contravening the Constitution of 
the United States, the provisions of this act, or the provisions of 
said co :vention. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the compensation 
of the respective officers, for whose appointment provision is 
made by this act, shall not exceed the following sums, namely: 
To said commissioners, at the rate of three thousand dollars per 
annum foreach; to the secretary, at the rate of two thousand 
perannum. And the President of the United States shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to make such provision for the 
contingeiut expenses of the said commission on the part of the 
United States as shall to him appear to be reasonable and pro- 
per; and the said salaries and expenses, and likewise all that 
part of the salary and expenses of thearbiter under said con- 
vention which is required thereby to be defrayed by the United 
States, shall be paid out of any money in the Trea-ury not 
otherwise appropriated. 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all communica- 
tions to and from the secretary of said commissioners appointed 
under this act, on the business of the commission, shall pass by 
the mail free of postage. 

“Sec. 6. And beil further enacted, That so soon as said com- 
mission shall be executed andcompleted according tothe pro- 
visions of said convention, the commissieners aforesaid shall 
report to the Secretary of State a list of all the several awards 
made by them; and the records, documents, ani all other pa- 
pers in the possession of the commission or its officers, or certi- 
fied copies or duplicates thereof, shall be deposited in the of- 
fice of the Secretary of State. 

“Sec.7. And beit further enacted, That the Secretary of 
State shall transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury a certified 
cory ofthe report of said commissioners, or of the award of the 
arbiter or umpire, as provided by said convention to be made 
in case of the disagreement of said commissioners; and the Se- 
cretary ofthe Treasury shall cause certificates to be issued, in 
such form as he may prescribe, showing the amount or pro- 
portion of compensation to which each person, in whose favor 
award shall have been made by said commissioners or umpire, 
may be entitled as against the leextean Government on account 
of the claims provided for by said convention. 

“Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury, and he is hereby autho- 
rized and required, to cause any moneys which may be paid by 
the Mexican Government in satisfaction of said awards. to be 
remitted on the most advantageous terms to the United States; 


and all moneys received under eaid convention, or by virtue of 


this act, shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United States, 
and the same are hereby appropriated, to be distributed and 
paid to those entitled thereto according to the provisions of this 
act; ani the Secretary of the Treasury shall distribute the 
same, ‘»pratable proportions, among the persons aforesaid, ac- 
cording to the proportions which their respective awards shall 








bear to the whole amount received, and at such time or times 
as the same shall be received into the Treasury. 

“Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That if the Mexican 
Government, in place of at once paying the amount of said 
awards, shall see fit to issue Treasury notes therefor as 
provided by said convention, then it shall be lawful for the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and he 1s hereby authorized and 
required to receive the sald Treasury notes, and to deliver the 
same to the persons who shall be respectively entitled thereto, in 
virtue of the awards made under said convention, and of the 
certificates issued as hereinbefore provided. 

“Sec. 10. And beit further enacted, That, inthe payment 
of money or the issue of certificates in virtue of this act, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall first deduct and retain, or make 
reservation of,such sumsof money,if any, as may be due the 
United States from persons in whose favor awards shal! have 
been made under said convention.” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked the general consent of the House 
to offera resolution, which was sent to the chair, and read for 
the information of the House as follows: 

Whereas it is desirable to bring the present session toan 
early termination, and with that view to provide for the speedy 
and orderly disposal of ail such business as is indispensable or 
most urgently necessary: 

Resolved, That on to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, this Mouse wi}! 
go into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of considering the following bills in the follow. 
ing order, viz: Bill No. 6, making appropriations for the nava| 
service; No, 5, making appropriations for the support of the 
army; No. 4, making appropriations for the Indian Depaitment; 
and the other appropriation bills and joint resolutions makin 
appropriations, that have been and may be referred to said 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, in 
the order in which they were or may referred; and will, on each 
day thereafter, excepting the days set apart by the rules for pri- 
vate business and petitions, go into such Committee of the 
Whole at the same hour, and for the same purpose, until said 
billsand joint resolutions are disposed of; and that, until dis. 
posed of, they have precedence. in the order aforesaid, over al! 
other business at and from said hour on each day, except the 
days hereinbefore excepted. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE objected. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to suspend the rules; and on that 
motion 

Mr. CONNOR demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. JOLINSON of Maryland moved to lay the motion to sus- 
pend the rules on the table. 5 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cuair whether it would be in 
order to amend the resolution if the rules were suspended, so as 
to substitute the Sub-Treasury bill for either of the bills included 
in the resolution. ’ 

The CHAIR replied that it would be in order so to do; but 
that it would require a vote of two-thirds to adopt the resolu- 
tion, inasmuch as it changed the order of business on the ca- 
lendar. : 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, after some consultation, withdrew his 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following commu- 
nication from the President of the United States: 


To the Huuse of Representatives: 

I transmit the report of the secretary of War, furnishing a 
statement of the amvunts paid to persons concerned in nego- 
tiatung Indian treaties prior to 1829, etc. which completes the 
informauon cailed for by the resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, dated the 28th January, 1839, upon that subject, and 
the disbursing officers in the War Department. ‘ 

On motion of Mr. L. WILLIAMS, it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr MONTGOMERY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a 
pension to Mary Rand,of Wake county, North Carolina, for 
the services of her husband, Walter Rand, in the Revolutionary 
war; also, that the papers, aow in the Pension office, be refer- 
red to said commitiee. 

On motion of Mr. JAMES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inguire into the expediency of passing a law for the payment 
of the pension due to Jacob Wisner, from the time his name 
was suspenied or stricken from the pension roll, by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, until it was restored again to said roll. 

On motion by Mr. MONROE, s 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of having constructed a 
steam vessel, under the direciion of the Secretary of War, not 
tocost more than $30,000, upon the principle of the horizontal 
wheel. suggested by Lieut. Wm. W. Hunter. 

Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committee on the Judiciary, b 
universal consent, reporied back to the Hou-e, with amend- 
ments, Senate bill entiled an act to extend, for a longer time, 
the several acis now in force for the relief of the insolvent debt- 
ors of the United States. : . 

Mr. 8. said the bill contained no a and it was 
not, therefore, necessary to commit it; he hoped that it would 
be acted on immediately. | ; . 

The House agreed to consider the bill at that time; and the 
amendments of the committee having bern concurred in, and 
the bill having been ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
it was read the third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the morning hour having 
expired, the House passed to the orders of the day. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to postpone all preceding orders so 
as 10 go into Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union 
until the first bill taken up by the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union shall ve finally disposed of. 

The SPEAKER, in answer to an Inquiry from Mr. Wiss, said 
a vote of two thirds would be requisite to accomplish the ob- 
ject of the motion. 

Mr. WELLER demanded the yeas and nays on the proposi- 
tion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 116, nays 8. 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwe!i, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Buder, Bynum, Carr, Carroll, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Celes, Colquitt, Connor, Mark A. Codper, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John 
Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, n, Doig, ne Dun- 
can, Earl, Eastman/ Ely,Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, 


Galbraith, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, 
Jno. Hastings. Hawkins, Hill of N. Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leet, 
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Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mc- 
Kay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montan ya, Montgome- 
ry, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robin- 
son, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Alvert 
smith, Joha Smith, Thomas Smith, Siarkwea her, Steenrod, 
Suong, Sumpter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Turney, 
Vroom, Watt rson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Worthington—1L16. 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Biddle, Bous, Baggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Calhoun, W. B. Camprel!, Carter, Chinn, J. Cooper, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, 
Hall, W. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hunt, James, C. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnston, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, 
Ogie, Osborne, Palen, Pope, Proftit, Randa'l, Randolph, Rari- 
den, Reed, Ridgway, Russel!, Saltunstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, ‘Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Trumbull, Underwood, Wagner, Warren, 
Edward D. White, John White, Thos. W. Wiliams, Lewis 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—85. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Various Senate bills on the SpEAKER’s table were taken up, 
read twice, and appropriately referred. , 

Th? SPEAKER announced that the first business in order on 
the calendar was the bill introduced by the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. BELt] to “secure the freedom of elections.” 

Mr GENTRY who was entitled to the floor en the above 
bill, without discussing the principles involved in it, replied 
with much pungency to the remarks of his colleague (Mr. 
Watterson] when the bill was last up. He +harged his col- 
league with beinga new convert to Democracy, and that he 
had supported Judge White as an Opposition candidate. In 
the course of his remarks he was (twice called to order by the 
SPEAKER, for irrelevancy of debate; when 

Mr. PETRIKIN objecied to his proceeding. 

Mr. WATTERSON hoped thathis colleague would be per- 
mitied to proceed in his own way. 

Mr. GENTRY said it was noi his wish to violate any rule of 
the House; but it was impossible to reply to the remarks of 
his colleague in order. 

The question was then taken whether Mr. G. should proceed 
in hisremarks, and it was determed in the afficmative—there 
heing only three opposed to bis proceeding. 

Mr. G. then finished his remarks in reply to his colleague 
(Mr. Warrerson] and in an examination of his polincal 
course, to prove his inconsistency. After which he went into 
adefence of General Harrison from the charges against him, 
particularly with reference to the identity of his principles with 
those of the Abolitionists. 

He repelled the idea that he was an Abolitionist; and said he 
did not believe that there was a zentleman in the House who 
believed that General Harrison was an Abolitionist, notwith- 
standing some had garblei his speeches to makeit appear that 
he was one. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia interrupted Mr. G. and was under- 
stood to say, in substance, that whether the charge against Gen. 
Harrison that he was an Abolitionist were well founded or not, 
was perfectly immaterial. It was a well known fact that he was 
supported by the Anolitionists; and if he came into power by 
the support of that party, he would be influenced by that party 
to a greater or less degree, and would be compelled to yield the 
policy of his administration to the wishes of that party, 

Mr. GENTRY was proceeding to deny the position assumed 
by the gentieman from Georgia,|Mr. Coopsr;} but before he 
had finished, the hour arrived for the Ilouse to take a re- 
cess, 


EVENING SESSION. 
Mr. PETRIKIN asked fora count ofthe House; which was 


had, and it appeared that there were Lut thirty-three members 
in their seats. 


Mr. GENTRY resumed his remarks. He contended that the 
Abolitivuets did not belong exclusively to either party; but 
that they had affected a separate organization. Mr. G justi- 
fied the rallying cry of “log cabins” and “hard cider,’ now 
used by the Whg party, onthe grount that it deprived the 
Administration of one of its most successful means of influence 
by which they appealed io the prejudices of thé people, and 
metiton its own mode of warfare. He agreed with his col- 
league (Mr. BeLi)} thatthe evils which this bill was intended 
to remedy were of great magnitude; but he did not believe, 
though the bil! was one of great magnitude, thatit would be 
fully efficacious—that it would accomplish the end desired. 
The only effectual remedy for the evil would be found in an 
enlightened public sentiment, or through the ballot box, or by 
altering the Constitution, so asto have butone Presidential 
term; or by making some statutory provision limiting the ap- 
pointing power; or by restricting the power of removal from 
office by the Executive, without his giving sufficient reasons for 
such removals, He dou!ted the eilicacy of the bill very much; 
and thought the Federal jatronage oughtto be diminished. 

Mr. BROWN of Tennessee obtained the floor, but yielded it 
to his colleague (Mr. Warrerson] for exp!anation. 

Mr. WATTERSON spoke for some time in repiy to that por- 
tion of Mr. Genrry’s remarks which attacked his (Mr. W’s) 

itical career. By areference to documents and newspapers, 

é triumphantly repelled those charges, and showed that the 
crime of political inconsistency was more applicable to certain 
other gentlemen, whe were so famous for attributing it to their 
colleagues. 

One charge against him was, that he had formerly supported 
Judge White as an Opposition candidate, whereas he was now 
in the Van Buren ranks. In relation to that, Mr. W. showed 
that when, with others in the Legis!ature of his State, he voted 
for the resolutions nominating Judge White, he did iton the 
ground that the Judge was considered as the ablest candidate to 
carry out the great principles of Jackson’s adininistration. He 
also referred to the speeches of Mr. Bell and of Mr. Peyton, 
showing that in 1835 they took the same ground, and repudiated 
the idea that Judge White belonged to the Opposition. He 
most ably vindicated himself from the charges of his colleague, 
and showed conclusively that he was now maintaining the great 

rinciples of General Jackson’s administration, whch Mr. 

hite was brouzht forward to carry out. His remarks will be 
published hereafier. ; 

Mr. BANKS obtained the floor, but yielded it to Mr. Brown, 
on the condition that he should speak to the present bill; asto 
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are of matters and things in general, he was getting very 
tired of it. 

Mr. BROWN promised; and then, after going at some length 
into areply toremarks made by Mr. BELL some time ago, on 
the general grounds of the bill, he proceeded to a regular 
analysis of lis peaeenen, commencing with the title, and so 
advancing in order. He had entered a short way into the sub- 
ject, when he yiel’ed the floor to 

Mr. CHRISTOPHER H, WILLIAMS, who moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 54, nays 62. 

The House, at 64 o’clock, adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
WepneEsDAy, May 20, 1840. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the joint Committee on the Library, re- 
ported a joint iesolution for the distribution of the Digest of 
Patents; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The report of the Coinmittee on Claims, adverse to the claim 
of William and James Crook, was taken up for consideration: 

(The history of the case, as given in the report of the com- 
mittee, was briefiy this: The claimants were ownets of a ves- 
sel on Lake Ontario, which was seized by an officer of the 
United States for a supposed violation of the embargo lawa. 
The vessel was suid, and the proceeds deposited with Theron 
Rudd, the clerk of the district court. A decree of restitution 
was afterwards obtained, and the proceeds were directed to be 
paid overto the owners of the vesse!; but the clerk, in the 
meantime, had absconded with the funds. The claim wasthen 
made the subject of negotiation between our Government and 
that of Great Britain. It was met by the American Minisier 
> the claim of the owners of the American ship Lydia, 
which was governed by the same principles, which the British 
Government having refused to adjust, the mater rested until 
1-34, when the British owners presented their claim to Con- 
gress. The commuitiee reported adversely, on the ground that 
the question remrins as an unadjusted subject of negotiation 
between the two Governments, and would give an undue ad- 
vantage to the citizens of a foreign Government over those of 
our own.) 

Mr. HUBBARDexplained and advocated the adoption of the 
report, and Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, DAVIS, and KNIGHT 
opposed it: afier some remarks by Mr. WRIGHT, the question 
was informally passed over. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bill to establish a uniiorm system of bankruptcy being 
taken up: 

Mr. DIXON spoke at some length in favor of the original bill, 
and in opposition to the substitute proposed by Mr. Waxt, and 
was followed by 

Mr. NORVELL, who, in the cource of his remarks, expresse: 
his intention of votiag in favor of iacluding corporations within 
the provisions of the bill; but if this could not be carried, he 
would vote for the best bill that could be obtained, believing 
the passage of some m asure of the kind imperatively called 
for. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed until to-morrow, 

The Senate thea went into the consideration of Executive 
business, 

And then adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WEDNESDAY, May 20, 1840. 

As soon as the journal had been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to amend the same by inserting in 
detail, the points of order raised on yesterday when Mr. Gen- 
TRY was ad !ressing the House on the bill for securing the free- 
dom ofelections. Mr. P. thought such things ought to be made 
amatterofrecord. {t could not be denied that of late the pro- 
ceedings of the House had been such, as not only to degrade it 
as a body, bu’ also to degrade the country. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman fiom Pennsylvania was 
not inorder in saying any thing disrespectful to the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr WADDY THOMPSON called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania tv order, and hoped he would not be permitted to 
proceed without making an apology for the disrespectful and 
Insulting language he had used in relation to the House. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Pennsylvania had 
risen on a motion to amend the journal, which motion was in 


order, 
_Mr. THOMPSON said he had been under a misapprehen- 


sion. 

Mr. PETRIKIN Yes J am in order; I am always in order. 
He wished it to be distinctly understood, that he merely wished 
acorrect statementof ihe facts as they occurred inserted on 
the journal. He wished nothing put there but what the officers 
of the House thought right. Ne thought all such proceedings 
of the House ought to be recorded, so that in case any member 
should be slandeied or misrepresented to his constituents, there 
would be some record to refer to, by which the falsehood could 
be contradicted. He appealed to the House, if in relation to the 
transactions 0! yesterday, he had been fairly represented. No, 
he had not, and he wished to have the proceedings officially re- 
corded, so thet he might be able to vindicate himself from such 
misrepresentations. 

Afier some desultory debate between Messrs. CUSHING, 
BRIGGS, GENTRY, and others, 

The question on the motiont» amend was taken, when it ap- 
peared there was no quorum, 

Mc. McKAY moveda call of the House, and on that motion 
demanded the yeas and nays; which being ordered, 

Mr. McKAY, at the suggestion of several members, withdrew 
his motion for the call, and demanded the yeas and nays un the 
motion to amend. 

Mr. MONROE moved to lay the motion to amend on the 
table. 

On this motion, Mr DUNCAN demanded the yeas and naye; 
which were ordered, and resulted as follows: yeas 58, nays ¢3. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected. 

And the question then recurring on the motion to amend, 

The proposi'ion to amend, was then read as follows, viz: 

“The SPEAKER calls Mr. Gentry to order for irrelevancy 
in debate. 

aes PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Gentry’s proceeding out of 
order. 

“Leave, by unanimous consent, was then given to Mr, ;|Gan- 
TRY to proceed. 
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“Mr. PETRIKIN called Mr. Gentry to order, and sent hm 
objections, in writing, to the SpzaKEr’s table, as follows: 
“The gentleman is not in on what he is now stating, not 


being relevant tothe bill under discussion. The opiniones of 
membets of this House, delivered in other places, not being au- 
thority here, nor the campaign previous to the election of Mr. 
Van Buren in 1836, has no bearing on the present subject now 
before the Hause 

“The SPEAKER did not entertain the point of order, as 
did not state the vature of Mr. Gantry’s remarke objected to 
by Mr. Peraixin. . 

“Mr. GENTRY, by common consent, proceeded again. 

“The SPEAKER called Mr. Gantry to order, 

“Mr. PETRIKIN objected to Mr. Ganray’s proceeding. 

“Mr. WISE moved that Mr. Gentry have leave to proceed, 
which was agreed to by the House.” 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana moved the previous question on the 


motion to amend; which having been seconded, and the main 
question ordered, which was, “ Shall the amendment be adopt- 
ed?’’ 1t was was agreed to—yeas SO, nays 67. 

The House resumed the consideration of the question 
on the l6th instant, when the hour for the reception of reporw 
expired, that the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act for the 
discontinuance of the office of surveyor general in the several 
districts, so soon as the surveys therein can be completed; for 
abolishing land offices under certain circumstances, and for 
other purposes.”’ 

The immediate question pending when the subject was last 
up, was the motion of Mr. TayLor to commit the bill to the Cem- 
mittee of the Whole of the state of she Union. 

Mr. TayLor withdrew that motion, and moved that the bill 
be referred to the Commitee on Public Lands, with insiruc- 
tions to strike out the amendment reported by that committee 
on Saturday last, and agreed to by the House. 

Mr. T. made seme remarks iu favor of the motion; when 

Mr. Husparp maintained that it Was unnecessary to recom- 
mit the hill. 

Mr. Taytor saidthe House had agreed to the amendments 
without proper consideration. The amendments took trem the 
Secretary all discretion as to the propriety and inexpediency of 
consolidating the offices; and the effect would be to throw an 
additio alexpense on those who wished to purchase lands ia 
the districts to which the law was intended to apply. The 
House having agreed to the amendments, no other alternative 

was left to have the error corrected, which it had fallen into by 
adupting the amendment, than by recommitting the bil} to the 
committee indicated. 


The queston was taken on motion to commit, and disagreed 
to by ayes 40, noes 92. 

The question then recurring on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed for a third reading, it was carried in the affirmative; 
and the bill having been engrossed, wae read the third ime and 


vassed. 

' Mr. CRARY, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
ported back to the House Senate bill entitled “An act suppie- 
mental to the act entitled an act granting pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands,” approved June 22, 1838, with a 
recommendation of the committee that it do not —. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, rose to explain how it was, 
that the committee reported this bill, with the recommendation 
that it do not pass. For all practical purposes, this committee 
virtually numbers but eight members; other, and perhaps more 
important duties, always preventing the attendance of one of 
its members from its meetings. A deep interest was felt ia 
this bill by the whole committee; and on every question affect- 
ing the priaciple, we stood four for, and four againetit. Thus 
it was’on a motion to report this bill without this recommen- 
datioa, the vote stood, ayes 4, noes 4; and, the committee being 
equally divided, the motion was lost. A_ disposition Was 
evinced by those opposed to the bill, to bury it in the commit- 
tee, and to refuse this House an opportunity of exp: 
their views on this subject, and thus to withhold from a large 
class of worthy citizens, what justice and good policy impe- 
riousiy demanded. In this condition of things, the friends of 
the bill were constrained, in order to get the bill out of the 
committee, and thus afford the House an opportunity to act on 
this subject, to agree to report the bill with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. He hoped the House would reject the 
recommendation of the committee, and pass the bill. 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; and 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved to commit it the Com:nittee of 
the Whole. and make it the order of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. STEWART was in favor of immediate action on the bill, 
and epposedto committing it to either the Committee of the 
Whoie, or the Committee on the state of the Union. The bill 
did not contain an appropriation, and whatever might have been 


the previous practice of the House, there was nothing found in 
the rules of the House which require the bill to be committed. 
He hoped it would not be committed. If it it would be 
tantamount to its rejection, because it would never be 
reached 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that the bill ought to be referred 
to a Committee ofthe Whole. He directed attention of the 


gentleman from Alabama to the journal of the House, where it 
would appear that asimilar bill had, by a majority, been refer- 
red to a Committee of the Whole, and debated therein day after 
day. The rule of the House required that every bill involving 
an appropriation, should be considered in Committee of the 
Whole, and he would submit to goes whether this bill 
was not one of that character. Did it not appropriate to the 
pre-emption settlers the whole difference between the amount 
of one doliar and a quarter per acte and the prices euch lands 
would fetch in the market? Was not this eon the 
public lands to pre-emption settlers a means of ig the 
revenue? Certainly it was; as, ifthe same lands were sold in the 
market, they would fetch teu times theprice, and the Treasury 
would be benefited by the amount. . 

The very object of the bill was to grantlands to these settlers 
at a minor price to that for which they were suid to others. 
This was so plain that it scarcely illustration. But sup- 
pose, for instance, a maw had made a settlement in the Wet, 
and the spot he had chosen should in afew months afterwards 
be selected as the foundation of a future city. In afew years, 
and perhaps in a few months, the land for which the settler 
was charged but a doilar and a quarter an acre, might sell fora 
hundred dollarsan acre. Were not such instances nu 
when the land, owing to such circumstances, had advanced to 
an enormous price; and yet this bill to appropriate 
the whole diference ov and abovea aod a quarter ay 
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abte “the ve ermption settler. Was it not, then, clearly an 
roprigiio bill, coming under the rule of the House, which 
ui¥ée that “All proceedings touching appropriations of mo- 
fey @hall be first discussed in a committee of the whole 
Housel” 

Why, the very idea of an appropriation presuppored an ac- 
tion upon the revenue Did not thie right of pre-emption af. 
fect the revenue of the country? Did. the Government not 
dfaw a& great amount of money from the sales of the public 
lands? and if those lands were sold ata price much below their 
market ‘Value, would not that diminish the revenue from that 
source? If the lands were thusgiven up, then the bill was an 
appropriation of public lands for the benefit of the pre-emp 
tion settlers, and thetefore came within the rule. He challenged 
gentlemen to sow a single instance when a bill of this charac- 
ter had not been first considered in committee. Such was the 
proper and regular course—a course dictated, not only by rea- 
son, but by the rules and the invariable usage of the House, 
om the time of it# legislative existence down to the present pe- 
riod, 

Genilemen spoke of questions of expediency; but, for his 

vart, be had no idea of deviating from the old sale course, He 

d no idea of thus disposing of the public domain, and of leav- 
sng it to the chance of having all debate cut off by the previous 
question. Thie wae a bill of great importance to every section 
ofthe country, and ought, therefore, to have a full and fair dis- 
cussion in committee and in the House; and he, for one, would 
not consent to a deviation from the proper course. He repeated 
that a reference to a Committee of the Whole was demanded 
by the rules and former practice of the House; and that vo dis- 
pose of it in any other way, would be manifest injustice 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama waid that he hoped the House 
would not commit the bill. He felt confident that neither the 

rules nor the practice of the House required that it should be 
committed. The rule requires that all bitle making appro- 
priaGons of money shali be committedand he was w ling to ad- 
mit that the rule also embraced appropriations of lands; but 
thie bill proposes no appropriation whatever, either of land or 
money, The gentieman from Massachusers | Mr. Lancoin) 
saye that the passace of this bill is urgedon the ground that the 
lands are worth more than, aader the provisions of the bill, the 
petlers are required to pay. Mr. C. sand it was no 
time to debate the merits of the bill, nor did he design 
‘oing so at this time, but he denied, as one of ite ad 
vocates, that ground fer iis supoort, and would take issue 
with the gentleman from Massachusette | Mr. Linconn,| on the 
fact that the public lands were sold to pre-emptors cheaper 
than to purchasers atauciion. Mr. ©. said ifgenitiemen would 
examine the history ef the sale of the public lands, they would 
find that ut sold for within a fraction as much under the several 
pre-emption laws as it had on an everage at public auc- 
tion, and that fraction above the Government price was 
je@s than the increared cost of the auction gales; 
so that in a financial view of the question, the policy 
was to allow pre-emptions to settlers. Mr. C. said, that so 
far from providing for an appropriation, if the bill were to 

much inore money would be brought into the Treasury 
than would be without it. He said that, instead of placing the 
merits of this. Measure On the ground stated by the gen- 
tieman from Massachusetts, the triends of the policy had 
always contended, that as the auction § sales brought 
hutiude or no more tian the Government price for the public 
iande, those who had made valuable improvements thereon 
»: «ther own labor and expense, and thereby increased and 
facilitation ule of other public lands, had, according to equi- 
ty aid comnwon justice, a better right to buy from the Govern- 
mentaithe same price than the speculators at the auction 
sales, who, by combi ations, scarcely ever give more than $1 25 
per acre. 

Mr. C. said that he could not see the necessity for commiiting 
the bill. He had shown that it involved no appropriation, and 
thought it was equally clear that it proposed no new principle. 
It proposed to revive the pre-emption law of 1838 with some 
amendments, not, however, altering materially auy principle 
then for the third or feurth time recognized by Congress. It 
had been discussed over and over again in both Houses 
of Congress and before the people, until every one was 
perfectly familiar with it. Mr. 8. contended that ic was 

rfecty clear to every member, that in the present state of the 
usiness of the session, the measure could not be acted on, if 

it wererefused. Besides this bill, we have many other impor- 
tant measures before the iiouse, of general and direct interest 
with a majority, which would always ride over this; that while 
he trusted the bill was favorably considered bya majority, yet 
it was merely local, and directly interesting to the new States 
only. 

Mr. C. said that as he considered it would be fatal to the bill 
to commit it under the circumstances he had stated, he hoped 
no friend of the measure would vote forthe motion. For his 
own part he would consider the vote about to be taken as a test 
vote as to its strength in the House, and hoped every member 
would so consider it in giving his vote—that it was not to pre- 
vent free and full discussion that he opposed commitment, for 
he did not fear any debate or examination into its merits, but 
to ineure action at this session, which he knew would not be 
had if it went to the committee. * 

Mr. WHITE of Kentucky said this was a mere question of 
reference, and the debate ought to be confined to the point. In 
the first place he contended that the bill cught to go to a 
Committee of the Whole, because such a course was in con- 
formity to former usage of the House, as the history of every 
pre-emption bill would show. But if gentler en meant to 
cast aside all former usage and precedent, ani! strike out into 
a new path; ifthey intended to lose sight of all former principles 
by which they bad been governed, why it was hizh time that 
the country and that posterity should know it. If such was 
their course, it was time the people should know that the old 
elements of legislation had been broken up, am! thata new 
light had burst fourth, and that nothing but novelty and change 
had come upon all, 

The former usage, precedent, and practice of the THeuse de- 
manded that the bill should be referred to a Conimittee ofthe 
Whole. He did not wish gentlemen to rely on any statement 
of histo prove that thiscourse had always been taken, but he 
would roe to the journal of the House, and callenge any one 
to produce a single instance, when a bill ofthis character had 
not taken that direction. He appealed to facts. and he was 
sure these facts would bear him outin whathe ha! said. Was 
the old doctrine that the public lands were no the property 
of the General Government to be revived again? 

He contended that this bill did contain an appropriation, and 








as such, ought to be referred to a Committee of the Whole, in 
conformity with the former usageof the House. The diffe- 
rence between the Government price, and the price the land 
might bring, when exposed to public sale, would be in effect 
an appropriation, and aloan to the person benefited by the 
pre-emption. Ifit were not so, why then the necessity of pass- 
ing the bill at all. He could hardly have thought it possible 
that gentlemen should have asked the House to pursue such an 
unprecedented course in relation to this bill. 

The gentleman from Alabama says this is an “old subject, 
well understood, and that there is no necessity for any discus- 
sion.”” He advances that as a reason why it should not be re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole. But whea the gentleman 
says itis an old bill, lask him if he has read it. Has he ex- 
amined the bill which he says there is no need of discussing? 
Ii he has, does he not see that the bill is based on three new 
grounds, and that it involves principles which swallow up the 
quintessence of ali former bills? Does he not see that it opens 
the door wide, and invites every kind of abuse to walk in? 

Mr. R. GARLAND said, in substance, that he was friendly to 
the passage of the bill, and always had been in favor of pre 
emption acts; and dated his support of the measure farther 
back than those who were so anxious to override the rules of 
the House to come toaction upon it. He contended that, by 
the rule, itshould be committed. It was a proposition to dis- 
pose ofthe public lands, through the pre-emprion right, at a 
much less rate than they might be sold for at public auction. It 
was a measure, therefore, which, to that extent, affected the re- 
venue. He was not, however, friendly to the bill in favor of 
doing away with the former practices of the House on similar 
bills. 

Mr. WELLER said he did not believe that the merits of a 
bill should be discussed on a question of reference; and for the 
purpose of bringing the House toa vote, he moved the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. CASEY inquir: d of the Caan wheat would) be the ope- 
ration of the previous question; whether it would bring the 
Ilouse to a vote on the motion to commit the bill, or on order- 
ing it to be engrossed. 

The CHAIR said that would entirely depend on the questiou 
whether the bill contained an appropriation, and Whether it re- 
quired by the rule to becommitted, He said he had been in- 
formed by the Chief Clerk, that although it had been customa- 
ry tocommit the bill te the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, in one instance the House had decided other- 
wise, and the Clerk was now Jeoking for the precedent; but if 
the bill was one which onght not to goto a Committee of the 
Whole, the previous question would be on the engrossment. 
Ifhe was now c:lled upon to decide, he must decide that the 
previons question, if sustained, would bring the House to a vote 
on the motion to commit. 

Mr. CASEY said if the Speaker so decided that this bill 
must go to Committee of the Whole, under the rule, he should 
deem it bisduty to takean appeal. He was aware th:ta for- 
mer Speaker had decided that a bill making an appropriation 
of land must be so referred, but this bill made no such appro- 
priation. He hoped the Speaker would look to former deci- 
sions on this subject, 

The SPEAKER had hoped some gentleman would appeal. 
The point had been referred tohim as a question of order, and 
his decision was that ifthe bill proposed to give to settlers all 
over the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, then 
it must be an appropriation bill; but if it proposed only to sell 
= lands for what they would fetch, it was not an appropriation 
pill. 

The question being on the appeal, 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the whole subject en the table 
oe CASEY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
cerec 

Mr. JAMES GARI.AND moved a call of the House; and, on 
that motion, 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; which, having been 
ordered, were—yeas 60, nays 113. ¢ 

So a call was refused. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the morning hour having 
expired, the House then passed to t' e orders of the day. 

Senate bills on the Speaker's table were then taken up, read 
twice, and appropriately committed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the business next in order 
was the bill to secure the freedom of elections, and to provide 
for the faithful administration of the Executive patronage. 

The question being, “Shall the bill be rejected?” 

Mr. BROWN, who was entitled to ‘he floor, analyzed the vari- 
ous provisions of the bill, and argued that it was the same in spi- 
rit as the bill introduced into the other end of the Capitol, by the 
Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Crirrenps.] and which was 
rejected by that body, there being but 8 votes in favor of 
its passage. And the same spirit, he said, ran through 
that bill and the bill. now before the House, as ran thiough the 
old sedition Jaw. The bill while it professed to be in favor of 
full liberty, its object in fact was slavery in its most 
odious form. Heappealed to his colleague [Mr. Bett] whe- 
ther he was willing to advance the most worthy and mcst pro- 
minent of his fellow-citizens to a position where they would be 
disfranchised—where they dared not as freemen speak out and 
act out their principles. He asked, was that freedom which 
thus tied up a portion of his fellow citizens? Mr. B. said he 
wonld strenuously oppose this bill if it disfranchised one of the 
citizens of his State, as if it proposed to disfranchise the whole. 

Mr. B. showed the effect the bill would have had, if it had be- 
come a law when heretofore introduced. He said it would 
have cut right and left amongst the political friends of his col- 
league, (Mr. Bet;) in proof of which, he adverted to the fact, 
that a majority of the Federal officers in Tennessee belonged to 
the Whig party; out of the postmasteis in the five 
county towns in his district, three were furiously and 
actively opposed to Mr. Van Buren. Instead of the 
passage of the bill being aa injury to the present Adminis- 
tration, he believed it woul! have been a benefit. Mr. 
B. adverted to the first gag bill brought before Congress, 
which was introduced in 1791 by way of amendment 
to the first excise, or custom house bill. He examined 
the provisions and principles of that,and compared with the 
provisions and principles of the bill beforethe House, and ar- 
gued that the latter, in both particulars, was more odious than 
the former. That measure was rejected in thatearly day of 
the Republic by a vote of 21 to 37. Mr. Madison and Mr. 
Giles both voting against it. He further showed the identy of 
this bill, both in principle, and its provisions, with the old sedi- ° 
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tion law. Thehour of half past two having arrived, the House 


took a recess. 
EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. BROWN resumed his remarks, ard, in the 
course of his speech, referred to the political course ef Mr. 
BELL, more particularly on the subject of Abolition. He 
showed, by areference to the records, that previous to the Har. 
risburg nomination, that gentleman was ultra in his opposition 
to Abolition petitions; but that subsequently he had changed 
his course, and gone so far as to recommend a reference of 
such petitions (0 a committee, with instructions tu report 
thereon. 

Mr. DAVIS of Pennsylvania obtained the floor. He said he 
did not wish to make a speech, but to save the time of the 
Iicuse, and the money of the nation; and moved the previous 
question; which was seconded, and, 

On the question, “Shall the main question be now put?” 

Mr. TORNEY dem _nded the yess and nays; which, having 
been ordered, were, yeas 92, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Burke, W. O. Butler, Carr, 
Carroll, Chapman, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, 
Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Dunean, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Gerry, Hammond, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Hawking, Hillen, Holieman, Hook, Hop: 
kins, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lucas, 
McClellan, McKay, Mallory. Marchand, Medill, Miller, Mon. 
tanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Morris, New- 
hard, Parrish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward Rogers, Ryall, 
Samuels, Shew, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas mith, Stark. 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Taylor, Fran. 
cis Thomas, Jacob Thomp#on, Turney, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liams, and Worthington—92. 

NAYS—Mesers. Andrews, Baker, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brock- 
way, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Casey, Chiru, 
Cushing, E. Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Everett, 
Fillmore, James Garland, Goggin, Goode, Hall, William 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Ogden Hoffman, Hunt, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, Mitchell, Morgan, Nisbet, Palen, Pope, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, 3i- 
monton, Stanly, Stuart, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Toland, 
Underwood, Warren, Join White, Thomas W. Willian s, Jo- 
seph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise—53. 

So the main question was ord: red. 

The question being now on the rejection of the bill, and the 
yeas and nays having been asked, were ordered, and were, yeas 
108, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Briggs, Aarcn V. Brown, Al- 
bert G. Brown, Burke, William O. Buder, John Campbell,Carr, 
Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Craig, Cushing, Dana, John Da- 
vis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig Dromgoole, Duncan, Ear, 
Fastman, Ely, Fine, Fleyd, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hawkins, Hillen, Holle- 
man, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Thomas B. Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medi!!, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petiikin, 
Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Robinson, Edward 
Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Underwood, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph 
L. Williams, and Worthington—108. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bond, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Chinn, James 
Cooper, Cranston, Davies, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dellet, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Gentry, Giddings, Patrick G. 
Goode, Hiland Hall, Hawes, Henry, Hoffman, Hiram P. Hunt, 
Kempshall, Lincoln, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Osborne, Palen, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Ridgway, Russell, ‘Baltonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Slade Truman Smith, Stanly, Taliaferro, 
Toland, Triplett, Peter J. Wagner, John White. Thomas W. 
ae Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Wise—53. 

So the bill'was rejected. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY demanded the yeas and nays; which were or- 
dered, but Mr. 8. winhdrew his motion. 

The motion of Mr. ATHERTON was agreed to; and the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Banxs in the chair. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to take up the Sub: Treasury bill. 

Mr. WISE moved to take up the Naval appropriation bill. 

The question being put on the motion of Mr. ATHERTON. 

On motion of Mr. STANLY. the question was taken by tel- 
lers, (Messrs. UNpERWoop and Ramsey acting as such) and re- 
sulted, ayes 101, nays 64. x 

Mr. CUSHING moved to strike out the enacting clause of the 
bill; but, before proceeding with his remarks, he wished to 
make a suggestion to the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mr. 
ATHERTON,) under whore immediate custody the bill appeared 
to be, he having made every motion for taking it up. This bill 
was a very important measure—indeed, it was the measure of 
the Administration; and yet it had come before the House from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, without any report or ex- 
position of their views, to show why this projet of law should 
be adopted. And if the gentleman from New Hampshire de- 
sired to make any explanations or expositions, he (Mr. C.) was 
very ready to yield the floor, to give him that opportunity. 
Nay. he was not only ready to yield the floor, but ke proffered 
it to him, and invited an expesition of the bill. 


Mr. ATHERTON said he duly appreciated the courtesy of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts In thus politely offering to 
yield the floor. Allhe had to say, however, was, that this was 
not a new measure, either to members of the House or to the 
country. It had been several times recommended by the Presi- 
dent in his annual message, and there had been two reports in 
each; branch of Congress on the general merits of the bill. 
Not only so, but he wonld refer to remarks made by a gentle- 
man of the Opposttion the other day, “that every member of 
this House was sent here by his constituents, either for or 
against this bill.” The majority of the committee, » Sand he be- 
lieved a majority of the Hou-e,) had now determined to take up 
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the bill, when the gentleman from Massachusetts had moved 
to strike out the enacting clause, to defeat it, without giving any 
opportunity to debate the sections in detail as they came up. 
being the case, he could only say that it was the duty 

of the gentleman to give to the House and to the country his 
reason why he had made the motion. 

Mr. CUSHING was about to resume his remarks against the 

ili; when 
r. BRIGGS movedthat the committee rise; which motion 
was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Taurspay, May 21, 1840. 

Mr. STURGEON presented two memorials 
from citizens of Philadelphia, praying the remodi- 
fication of the tariff on the basis of that of 1824; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition cf Alley, 
Staunton, and Co. merchants of New York, pray- 
jng aremission of the duties upon certain gocds 
destroyed by fire while in the custody of the collec- 
tor of that port; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which was referred 

The petition of William Fergus«n; 

The petition of Elizabeth Garrabrant:; 

The petition of the widow of Samuel Walker; 

The petition of Jacob Hall; 
made adverse reports thereon; which were ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. P. also a-ked that the Committee on Pen- 
sions be discharged from the further consideration 
of the claim of E. Shaler, and the memorial of 
Conrad Walts; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRENT'SS, trom the Committee on Pen- 
sions, asked 10 be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Thomas Farrar; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance cf notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 

Edward Criddle; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to re- 
gulate enlistments into the army and navy; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WILLIAMS subinitted the following re- 
solution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di- 
rected to appvinta board consisting of navy and 
marine officers, to witness an exhibition of Nig- 
hill Natting’s patent cylinder fire arms, and report 
the results in detail for the information of Congte:s, 
together with their opinion of the advantages to 
be derived from the adoption of the same into the 
naval service. 

Mr. STRANGE gave notice that to morrow he 
would ask leave to introduce a bill making certain 
appropriations for the Patent Office. 

Mr. WILLIAMS gave noiice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill in addition to an act regu- 
lating the pay of the navy. 

The bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and 
Company, w:s taken up on i's third reading, and 
its passage was advocated by Messrs. ROBINSON, 
LUMPKIN, and PRENTiSS, and opposed by 
Messrs. WHITE, HUBBARD, CALHOUN, and 
DAVIS, and was then laid on the table for the 
present. 

The report of the Committee on Claims adverse 
to the petition of Wiilam and James Crook, was 
then taken up, and was discussed at much length— 
Messrs. WRIGHT, HUBBARD, WALKER, 
and CALHOUN sustaining the report of the com- 
mities, and Messrs. CLAY of Ky. KNIGHT, 
HENDERSON, and WEBSTER, advocating the 
claim of the petitioner-; when, 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, the furiher con- 
sideration of the whole subject was indefinitely 
postponed—ayes 25, noes 14, as follows: 

YEAS—VWessts. A'len, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Ca/houn, Cuvhbert, Fuiton, Grandy, Hen- 
derson, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin. Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Waiker, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—25. 


NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Knight, Porter, Prentiss, 
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Preston, Smith of Indiana, Spence, Tallmadge, | 


Webster, and White—14. 
GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The bil to establ.sh a uniform system of bank- 
ruptcy being taken up, after some remarks by 
Messrs. HUBBARD, CLAYTON, LUMPKIN, 
CLAY of Kentucky, WALKER, WEBSTER, 
and TALLMADGE, 

On motion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the further 
consideration of the bill was postponed until to- 
morrow. 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvrspay, May 21, 1540. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the Senate bill reported back from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, entitled ‘An act supplemental to an act entitle 4 
‘an act granting pre-emption rights to the settlers on the public 
lands,’ approved June 22, 18388. The motions pending on 
said bill were those of Mr. Wurrs of Kentucky, to commit the 
billto the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unien, 
and the motion of Mr. L.W1iiraMs to commit itto the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and make itthe order for to-morrow. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered, and was proceeded in until 136 members 
had answered to their names. The list of absentees were called 
over, when the following gentlemen were excused by the 
House on account of absence from the city, and indisposition, 
viz, Messrs. Apams, ANDERSON of Kentucky, Borrs, Boyp, 
Brewster, McCarty, Fittmore, GRANGER, Jongs of Virginia, 
Lawrence, Mepint, Taynor, Peck, Pickens, Ropasrs, 
WicuiaMs of Kentucky. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine moved that the following gentlemen, 
acting on the Committee on the Militia, now in session, be 
excused, viz. Messrs. Kem, Goong, Reperrs of New York, 
RinGeway, GrirFin, WaconerR; which motion was disa- 
greed to, d 

The call of the list of absentees having been completed, and 
163 members having answered to their names, 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, all further proceeding in the 
call was dispensed with—ayes 92, noes 40. 

The question immediately pending when the bill was up on 
yesterday, was tie motion of Mr. Hopkins to lay the bill on 
the table. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on said motion, were 
taken, aud were—yeas 53, nays }22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Banks, Bond, Briggs, 
Sampson Hf. Butler, Calhoun, Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Evans, Evereu, James Gar- 
lind, Goggin, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Wm. 8. Hastings, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hopkins, 
Hunt, James, Jenifer, Kempshal!, Lincoln, McCarty, Mitcheil, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Randolph, Ray- 
ner, Russell, Samuels, Shepard, Slade, Sianlyy Storrs, Talia- 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull,- 
Warren, Jobn White, and Lewis Wiiliamms—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Blackwell, Burke, William 
©. Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Clifford, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, William R 
Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Dana, 
Davee, Johu Davis, J. W. Davis, G. Davis, Dickerson, Dellet, 
Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, Gerry, Goode, 
Green, Hall, Hammond, Hand, J. Hastings, Henry, Holmes, 
Hook, Howard, Mubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Chas. Johnsten, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Me@utlvh, 
McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin. Miller, Montanya, Mor- 
gan, sanuel W. Morris, Newhard. Parrish, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 
kidgway, Edward Rogers, Ryall, Sergeant, Shaw, Simonton, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Tay, 
lor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney- 
Underwood, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, and Joseph L. Williarns—122. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurring on the appeal taken by Mr. Ca- 
SEY on yesterday from the decision of the Carr, that the bill 
required commi! ment, 

The SPEAKER said the question was on the appeal from 
his decision on yesterday, that the bill ought te go toa Com- 
mittee of the Whole. On yesterday he had made that decision 
according to his own construction of the rule, as he believed it 
was in aecordance with the previous practice of the House 
But since then he had discovered that in 1834, a pre-emption bill 
hed passed through the House without being committed to a 
Committee of the Whole. That being the case, he would re- 

verse his decision of yesterday, eo that the previous question 
instead of being on the commitment, would be on ordering the 
engrossment of the bill fora thire reading. 

Mr. LINCOLN understood the Szaxer to decide then that 
according to the former practice of the House, the previous 
question would apply to the engrossment. 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he considered it his duty to take an ap- 
peal from that decision, and wished to say a few wurds in sup- 
port thereof, but the previous question having been ordered, 
the Cuair informed him that no debate could be enter- 
tained. 

After a desu'tory conversation between Messrs. BRIGGS, 
LINCOLN, CASEY, DROMGOOLE, UNDERWOOD, and 
athers, 

The question being on the appeal, the main question was 
ordered to be put. 

Mr.. JAMESON asked for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

And the main question, ‘Shall the decision of the Cuam 
stand as the ament of the House?” was decided as follows: yeas 


100, nays 91. 
"YEAS— Messis. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Biack, 
<ysekwall, bron V..Brown, Burke, William fy. Butler, John 
pbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. 


Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, 
Cross, Cushing, Davee, Davies, John Davis, John W. Davis, 
Dickerson. Doan, Doig, Dufcan, “Bari, Eastman; ° 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Jdmes Garland, Gerry, ’ 
Hammand, Hand, Joho Hastings, Henry, Howard, ite 
Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnsen, iel Jones, m, 
Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leona’ wa Lowel}, ‘Baieas, 
McCarty, McClellan, McCulloh, Mallory, chand, Mod:i!, 
Miller, Montanya, Newhard. Parrish, Parmenter; Partie, Pe- 
trikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, Jobn 
Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steen . 
Stuart, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, een 
Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, Weller, Wick, J 
Henry Williams, and Joseph L. Wil- 


W. Williams, 
liams—-100. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Banks, Baker- 
Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Botts, Briggs, Brockway, E 
son H. Batier, Calhoun, William B. Canapbell, Carroll, Coles- 

| Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, Garret Davis, Daw, 
| son, Deberry, Dennis, Dromgoole, Edwards, Evana, Everett, 
Rice Garland, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Grinnell, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hoffman 
Hook, Hopkins, James, Charles John 
Jahnson, Kempsha!l, Lincoln, McKay, Marvin, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, 
Osborne, Peck, Rainsey, Randall, Randolph, Ra Reed, 
Rives, Russeli, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, n 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Taliaferro, Francis Thomas, ey 
Tnompeson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter /. 
Wagener, Warren, Edward D.) White, John White, and Lewis 
Williams—9I. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired of the Cai whether it would 
be in order to move the recommitment of the bill, 

The CHAIR replied that the previous question having been 
ordered, it would not. 

Here the action on the bill wasarrested, the morning hour to 
which it was confined having expired, and the House fiassed to 
the orders of the day 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commupication 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in compliance with a re- 
solution of the House of the 28th Januury, 1¢39, a supplemen- 
tal report, showing the amount of com don whieh has 
been received, whether by fees or otherwise, by the district 
clerks, attorneys, and marshals, during the year 1839. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed. 

iin a commupication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting a report from the Ordnance Department, setting forth the 
causes which have prevented an answer to the resolution of 
the House of Representatives, of 11th February, 1540, ‘in reta- 
tion to the prices at which muskets, rifles, and pistols, might be 
made, and delivered to the United States, &c. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, ordered to lie on the table, and 
be printed 

donnie bill, entitled an act to extend for a longer period, the 
several acts now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors of 
the United States, having been returned from the Senate with 
amendments, 

Mr. SARGEANT said the amendments were merely correc- 
tions of errors, and quite consistent with the amendments of 
the House to that bill, and therefore moved that the House con- 
cur in said amendments; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House then resolved it 
self into committee of the whole, on the state of thc Union, 
(Mr. Banxs in the chair) and resumed the consideration of the 
Independent Treasury bill. 

Mr. CUSHING being entitled to the floor, resumed hia re- 
‘marks from yesterday. After alluding to the im ofthe 
mesure as emanating from the Executive, and its previous re- 
jection at former Congresses, he expressed his disapprobation 
at the course now pursued by the Administration in again u 
ingit. He intimated that, since its last rejection, the pédple 
had been listening to the voice of the tempter, and were now 
thought more favorable to its adoption. .But he called the 
people toarise in their might,and cast aside the snare, lest, when 
it was teo late, they would find themselves like another Satnp- 
son, bound hand aud foot, and delivered over to the Philistines. 
He complained that this great measure came up without any 
|| affirmative defence from the Administration. said it ap- 
|| peared that this course of proceeding was equivalentto sayi 
that the Executive found himselfstrong enough to pase it, 
|| therefore did not deem it proper to make any affirmative de- 
fence. He contended that this was hot an untried e: iment. 
|| The fact was the experiment had heen tried by the octave, 
|| and ithad failed, and the House was galled spon to sanction 
|| and make into a law that which had been tried and failed. He 
} 
| 


William . Cost 


contended that this was buta sequel to the great State bank ex- 
periment of Genera} Jackson, which had failed, and hed in- 
volved the eneiry in disgrace and ruin, - That great faijure 


had taken place when the present Executive came into power, 





|| and this Sub-Treasury scheme was in 
|| He complained that all the great appropriation had been 
|| thrust aside forthe purpose of bringing up this bill. He al- 


luded to the paramount importance of the appropriation bills 
which importance v as implied their precedence in the rules. 
He saw no necessity or reason why this bill should be taken up 
before other bills of far greater importance. He saw, however, 
one reason which perhaps had indueed the Administration par- 
ty to take it up, and that was the taunts which had been thrown 
out by the Opposition, that the bill would not be brought up. 
Ifthat was the reason, then the bill was brought up merely to 
show the cuurage of the Administration party inthe Flo. 
Lot for the eee He ed, Sevetre,* ntti 
o theap riation bille wou ! 

for stifling debate on this bill. Mr. C. then proceeded toexamine 
the principles of the bill, which. be said, contained two proposi- 
tions, viz. for an Independent Treasury, and t cur- 
rency. In discussing the question of relative e he- 
tween the State bank deposite system and this bill, Mr. . ad- 
| mitted that it conferred less pat than the former. 

. The House, at half past two o’clock, took a recess. 


} EVENING SESSION: 
/ Mr. CUSHING continued to address the House until a quar- 
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So the Hovise refused to adjourn. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts moved a call of the House 
but the metion was apparently negatived, when the yeas and 
nays were demanded, nut before they were taken— 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania moved an adjournment; the 
yeas and nays were demanded, and being again taken, resul.ed 
as follows: yeas 69, nays 58. 

fo the House adjoyrned. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 22, 1840. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a memoria! of citi- 
zens of Georgetown, praying the recharter of the 
Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of Georgeiown, 
and remonstrating against the passage of any act 
requiring the banks of the Dis'rict to resume spe- 
cie payments until a resumption by the banks of 
the State of Virginia and Maryland; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from tae Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the memorial of F. R. Dor- 
sett, made an adverse report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill for the relief of Edward Criddell, 
made an adverse report thereon; which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr.WILLIAMS, on leave, and in pursuance of 
previous notice, introduced a bill to amend an act, 
entitled “An act to regulate the pay of the Navy of 
the United States; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
make certain appropriations for the Patent Office; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Patent Office. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. Wiitiams yes- 
terday, was discus:ed by Messrs. KING, TAP- 
PAN, CALHOUN, WILLIAMS, PRESTON, 
and DAVIS, and was then agreed to. 

The bill concerning a seminary of learning in 
the Territory of Iowa, was read a tuird time and 
passed. 

The bill for satisfying outstanding military 
bounty land warrants, was referred to the Com- 
mitiee on Military Affairs. 

The bill giving the assent of Congress to the acts 
of Virginia, i.cerporating the Falmouth and Alex- 
andria Railroad Company, and for other purposes, 
was taken up as in Committee of the Whole, and 
was advocaied by Messrs. ROANE. KING, 
WALKER, and MERRICK, and cpposed by 
Messis. TAPPAN and HUBBARD, and on mo- 
tion of the later, its further consideration was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to establish a uniform system of bankrupicy 
throughout the United States; and the question was 
op Mr. Wa v’s substitute for the bill. 

Mr. TALLMADGE addressed the Senate at 
length in opposition to the substitute, and in favor 
of the bill; and its further consideration was post- 
poned until Monday next. 

Mr. PRESTON offered a resolution that here- 
after the hour of meeting for the Senate should be 
12 o'clock; which, after some remarks by Messrs. 
LUMPKIN and SEVIER, ia cpposition, and Mr. 
PRE N, infsupport, was ayes 18, noes 19. 

The Senate then adjourned to Monday next. 

YEAS—Messrs, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Dixon, Henderson, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Norvel, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Spence, 
Strange, Sturgeon, Tallmadge, Web:ter, and 
White—18. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Anderson, Benton, 
Brown, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hub- 
bard, King, Koight, Lumpkin, Robinson, Sevier, 
Sm:th of Indiana, Tappan, Walker, Will:ams, and 
Wiight—19. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, May 22, 1840. 

Mr. ATHERTON moved to suspend the rules 
to enable him to offer a resolution proposing to 
make the Indepen¢ent Treasury bi!l the special or- 
der of the day from this day at 12 o’cl ck, and 
every succeeding day at that hour, until the said 
bill shal! be disposed of. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved a call of the House; 
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and on that motion demanded the yeas and nays; 
which “having been ordered—were yeas 61, 
nays 78. 

So the Honse refused to havea call. 

Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the motion ty suspend the rules; which, having 
been ordered, were—yeas 86, nays 5: 

YEAS—Meesrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. 
Butler, William O. Butler, Bynum, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, 
William R. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Thomas Davee, John Davis, 
Dickerson, Doan, Doig, Droomgoole, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fire, 
Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Gerry, Griffin, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Keim, 
Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Lowell, Lucas, McKay, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Pren- 
tiss, Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
A. Sinith, Joho Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweattier, Steenrod, 
Strong, Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomass, Jacob Thomp- 
sen, Turney, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, Watterson, Weiler, 
Wick, Jaced W. Willianis, Henry Williams, and Worthington 
_ . 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, J. W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, Bar- 
nard, Bell, Bond, Botts, Brewster, Briggs, Anson Brown, Cal- 
houn, William B. Cam bell, Carter, Casey. Chinn, Clark, 
James Cooper, Crabb, Cranston, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dellet, Edwards, Everett, 
James Garland, Rice Gariand, Geutry. Giddings, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm 8. 
Hastings, Henry, Hill of Va. Hoffinan, Hunt, James, Jenifer, 
Charlies Johnston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, 
Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, teck, Pope, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sal- 
tonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
Storrs, Stuart, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Triplet, Trumbull, Underwood, Warren, E. D. White, John 
White, T. W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and Joseph L. Wii- 
liams—S8. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

The unfiaished business of the morning hour 
was the bill from the Senate, entitled “An act sup- 
plemen'ary !o an act granting pre-emption rights 
to setilers on the public lands.” 

The question pending when the morning hour 
expired on yesterday, was on setond’ng the call for 
the previous question; which, if sustained, would 
bring the House to a vote on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a thiid reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland moved that the 
bill do lie upon the tab!e. 

On that motion Mr. WELLER called for the 
yeas and navs. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired of the Cuarr, if the bill 
be laid upon the table, whether a majority could at 
any time take it up. 

The CHAIR said that, according to the practice 
of the past session, it required two-thirds to take it 
up again. He was understood to say that, when 
in its order, it would require but a majority to take 
it up; but that it was pot Competent at any other 
lime to take it up, except by a vote of two-thirds. 

Mr. LINCOLN inquired if it would be in order 
to amend the hiil. 

The CHAIR replied, that if the previous ques- 
tion be not sustained, it would be in order to 
amend the bill. 

Mr. STEWART of Illinois inquired of the 
Cuair if it was in order again to make the motion 
to lay the bill on the tadie, the House having de- 
cided that question on yesterday. 

The CHAIR said it was in order, action having 
been had on the bill since that question was de- 
cided on yesterday. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to lay the bill on the table, were—yeas 65, 
nays 104, 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Briggs, 
Sampson H. Butler, Clark, Coles, Connor, James Cooper, 
Cranston, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, Everett, Fisher, James Garland, Goggin, 
Goode, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, Hull 
of North Carolina, Hopkins, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. 
Cost Johnson, Kempsha!l, Lincoln, McCarty, Mason, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Peck, Randolph, 
Reed, Russell, Samuels, Sergeant, Shepard, Slade, Stanly, 
Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy ‘thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, Warren, John White, and Lewis Williams—65. 

NAYS—Messrs. Huzh J. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Hrockway, Aaron V. Brown, Albert 
G. Brown, Burke. Wm. O. Butier, Ca houn, Wm. B, Campbell, 
Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Mark A. 
Cooper, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cross, Cur- 
tis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Dick- 
erson, Dellet, Doan, Doig. Eari, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Hammond, 
Hand, John Hastings. Henry, Hillen, Holleman, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Cave Johnson, Nathanie! Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Marvin, Medill, Miller, Morgan, Calvary Morris, New- 
hard, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, 
Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
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Ryall, Shaw, Simonton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thoma; 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweg 
ringen, Sweney, Regios, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplet, Turney, Vroom, David D. arom Watteravy. 
Weller, Edward D. Whiie, Wick. Jared W. Williams, Josep 
L. Williams, and Worthington—104. 

So she House reiused to lay the bill on the table, 

The question then recurring on seconding the 
previous question, it was det»rmined in the hega- 
tive, on Count—ayes 77, nees 82. 

[If the previous question had been seconded, the 
next question would have been on the ergrossmeni 
of the bill J 

The ques‘ion then recurred on the motion of Mr, 
Whiure of Kentucky to commit the bill to the Com. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CASEY said he looked upon the commit. 
ment of the bill as decisive of its fate. If the bij! 
be committed to the Committee of the Whole oy 
the state of the Union at this late period of the ses. 
sion, it will not be reached this session, and every 
gentleman who will vote upon this question js 
aware of that fact. He therefore called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. RANDOLPH inquired of the Crarr, if the 
motion to recommit did not prevail, whether the 
bill would not stand on the Speaker’s table, and 
ride over all the appropriation bills. 

The CHAIR said it would not take precedence 
of the apprepriation bills, but would be the first 
thing in order during the morning hour only, and 
would stand on the calendar as one of the bills on 
the Speaker's table for engrossment. 

Tne yeas and nays having been ordered on the 
motion to recommit, were—yeas 91, nays 190. 

YEAS—Measrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Banks, 
Raker, Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, 
Anson Brown, Sampsin H. Butler, Calhoun, Clark, Con. 
nor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cransten, Curtis, Gar 
ret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, D:omgoole, Edwards, 
Evans, Everett, Fisher, James Gatiand, Gentry, Goggin, Goode, 
Graham, Graves, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, William S. Hast 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill of Va. Hill of North Carolina, 
Holmes Hook, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Wm 
Cost Johnson, Kempshall, Lincoln, Lucas, McKay, Marvin, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Mor. 
ris, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, 
Rives, Russell, Samuels, Sergeant, Sh: pard, Simonton, Slade, 
John Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy Thomp: 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, War- 
ren, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, and 
Wise—91. 

NAYS—Meesrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, Beatty, Black, 
Boyd, A. V. Brown, Albert G. Brewn, Burke, William 0 
Butler, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, Casey 
Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crocker, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, 
Deliet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, 
Fietcher. Rice Garland, Gerry, Hammond, Hand. John Hastings, 
Henry, Hlillen, Holleman, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kilie, Lead. 
better, Leet, Leonard. Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McCulloh, 
Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard. Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Pren- 
tiss, Profit, Rarilen, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, E. Rogers, 
Ryall, Shaw, A. 8m th, Thomas Smith, Sta: kweather, Steen 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Tho- 
mas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vroom, David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller,Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, 
and Worthington—100. 


So the House retused to commit the bill. 

{If the motion to commit had prevailed, it would 
have been tantamount to the rejection of the bill, 
inasmuch as the condition of the business on the 
calendar would have prevenied the House from 
reaching it, or having any action on it, this ses- 
sion. It is, therefore, properly to be inferred that 
all those who were opposed to the passage of \he 
bil!, voted for its commitment.] 

The question now recnrred on the motion to 
commit th? bill to the Committee of the Whole, to 
take its place on the calendar. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS, who made that motion, 
withdrew it. 

The SPEAKER said the bill would now go 
over, and would be first in order on Tuesday nest. 

Mr. LINCOLN offered an amendment to the 
bill in substance, so as to make it conform to the 
act of 1838. 

Mr. GOODE offered the following amendment 
as an additional section to the bill: 


Sec. . And be it further enacted, That all per- 
sons being the head of a family who have settled 
and made improvements on any yart of the Uni- 
ted Srates alternate sections reserved from sale on 
the Wabash and Erie canal or the Miami canal, 
in the Sta‘e of Ohio, prior to the last day of No- 
vember, 16835, be permitted to enter not more 
than eighty acres of land on which they have so 
as aforesaid settled and improved at the proper 
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jand office, by way of pre-emption, at $250 per 
en amendments were received and subse- 
queot'y ordered, with the bill, to be printed. 

Mr. COST JOHNS N wished tw have a dis- 
tinct understandirg on the disposal of this bill. 

The SPEAKER iepeated tnat it was pow Jaid 
over until Tuesday, on which day it would be first 
in order; the question being on the amendment, 

Mr. JOHNSON said, as that was the case, he 
would ask leave to offer the following reso wion, 
which wes read for information, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be re- 
quested to furnish a statement of the cost of build- 
ing, €quipping, and repairing, the public vessels of 
the United States, from the first day of January, 
1830, to the present time, the cost of each vessel 
under the abuve mentioned several heads to be dis- 
tinctly and separately set forth, and the time de- 
signated when the same was built, equipped, or re- 
paired. 

Onjection being made, 

Mr. JOHNSON moved a suspension of the 
rules, which motion was rejected. So the resolu- 
tion was not received. 

Mr. REED, on leave, presented sundry memo- 
rials, which were referred to the Commitiee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Oa motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the House p:o- 
ceeded to the orders of the day, and resolved itself 
jnto a Committee cf the Whole, Mr. Brices in the 
chair, on the private bills on the calendar. 

The bill under considera'ion, when the commit- 
tee last rose, was a bill for the relief of Benjamin 
Adams and others. 

Mr. Perrikin had moved to strike out the 
enacting cause. In supporting that motion he 
used the following language, for which was de- 
cided out of order by the Cuair as irrelavant, viz: 

“Mr. PETRIKiN was proceeding to quote ina 
general way what had fo:meriy been said on the 
fluor of the House, relative to the waste and ex- 
travagance of the Democratic party, and the pre- 
sent Administration, and that when the Whigs 
were told they had voted for the bills granting ihe 
sums complained of as exiravagant, they replied 
that the Democrats bad the majority, and ought 
to have prevented the passage of all improper laws. 
‘Pass the-e bills,’ said he, ‘voting away miilions of 
money, and we will be again told the Democracy 
had the majority in the House of Representatives, 
why did they pass such bills?’ 

“Mr. PeTrikin appealed from the decision of 
the Cuair, and on a division by teliers on sustain- 
ing the decision, it was discovered there was no 
quoram. Whereupon the committe rose, and the 
House adjourned.” 


The question now pending being on the appeal, 

The CHAIR restated in subs:ance the reasons 
for which he had called the gentieman from Penn- 
sylvania to order. He did not consider the re- 
marks of the gentleman in relation to charges of 
extravagance, etc. as at all peitinent to the subject 
then betore the commitiee, which was a private 
bill. If the gentleman had been suffered to go on, 
then those who might consider themselves implica- 
ted by the charges, would claim a right to reply; 
and thusa debate would arise on a subject diffe- 
rent to that before them, and the discussion would 
be on the prodigality of the Administration, instead 
of the present bill. 

Some conversation of adesultory character en- 
sued, in which Mr. PETRIKIN, in answer toa 
question, said he had mentioned no gentieman’s 
name in his remarks, but had merely referred, in 
a general way, to what had been said, etc. 


The question “Shall the decision of the Crair 
stand ?” was then taken by tellers, and resulted— 
ayes 34, noes 80—no quorum voting. 

Some conversation ensuing, to the effect that 
there was evidently a quoium in the hall, 


The CHAIR said he was willing to consider his 
decision as reversed. 

So Mr. Pxraikin was in order. 

The bill, by general consent, wa‘ then laid aside 
for fature action. 

The comm tiee then acted on several other bills 
until the hous arrived for taking the usual recess, 
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EVENING SESSION. 

The bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole in the morning session, were respectively 
disp: sed of as indicated below. 

The till for the relief of the assignees of Low, 
Taylor and Co. was postponed till Friday next. 

The following bilis from the Senate having been 
engrossed, were read the third time and passed: 

An act for the relief of John H. Sheppard, admi. 
nistrator of Abiel Wood; 

An act for the relief of A. G. S. Wright; 

An act to confirm the title to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile, in Alabama; and 

An act for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

Bills of the House of the following titles having 
been engrossed according to order, were respec- 
tively read the third time and passed, viz: 

A bill fer the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Thomas Atkinson, dec: ased; 

A bill for the relief of Saunders and Porter, 
sureties of Estes; 

A bill to authorize the payment of the seven 
years’ halt pay, due on account of the death of 
Captain Wiliam Gregory, to the person or persons 
entitled to the same; 

A bill ty authorize the payment of seven years’ 
half pay of a lieutenant, due on account of the 
death of Lieutenant Jonatnan Die, who was killed 
in the hattle of Brandy wine; 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Welsh; 

A bill confirming the claim of Augustin Lacoste 
to a certain tract of land therein named; 

A bil! for the relief of Pierre Molaison, the wi- 
dow of Pierre Richoux, Alex. Comeau, Alice L. 
Foley, widow of John Foley, and Francis Martin; 

A bill for the relief of Chilton Allan; 

A bill for the relief of certain setilers on the salt- 
lick reservation in the western district of Tennes- 
see; 

A bill for the relief of William Marbury, of Lov- 
isiana; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Perfect; 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of Stephen John- 
son, deceased; 

A biil for the relief of General Duncan L. 
Ciinch; 

A bill for the relief of the suretes of, and heirs 
and representatives of Melancten Bostwick, 
deceased; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genther; 

A bill for the relief of E izabeth Davidson; 

A bill tor the relief of the representatives of 
William Lomax; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Rocker; 

A bill for the relief of Jabez Collins; 

A bill for the relief of Paebe Deckman; 

A bill for the relief of James Phelps; 

A bill granting a pension to Catharine Allen; 

A bil for the relief of Jcha England; 

A bill for the relief of James Deatley; 

A bill for the relief of Hugh Davis; 

A biil granting a pension to Chauncy Rice. 

House bill to refund a fine imposed on Matthew 
Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs and legal 
representatives, having been reported from the 
Commitiee of the Whole without amendment; 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL its further consi- 
deration was postponed till Friday next. 

Mr. REYNOLDS subsequently moved to recon- 
sider the vote on the postponement, and some dis- 
cussion arose on the motien: the further considera- 
tion of the subject lies over under the rule. 

The following biils were reported from the Com- 
mit'ee wihout ameadment, and having been or- 
dered to be engrossed, were postponed for turther 
consideration ull to-morrow, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wallace and the 
heirs and representat:ves of Robert Leckie and Je- 
rem ah D. Hayden, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Fry; and 

A bli for the relief of Gen. Danl, Parker. 

The bil for the relief of Alexander Everett, 
which was amended in Commitee of the Whole 
on the motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, was taken up 
in ‘he House, and the said ame«dment having been 
concurred in, and the bi'l, accordiag to order, hav- 
ing been engrossed, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


The bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lassell, 
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which was amended in the Committee of the 
Whole on the motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, so as 
to restrict the grant of land to such as was subject 
to private entry, was taken up in the House, the 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill was or- 
dered to be engrossed. 

Mr. CUSHING, who voted to concer in the 
amendment of the committee, moved to reconsider 
that vote; which motion 

Mr. WICK was proceeding to support in some 
remarks; consequently the bill, under the rule, was 
laid over for fulure cons‘deration. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the House again 
went into Committee of the Whole (Mr. Brigas in 
the chair;) and the committee having considered 
many bills, and passed others, 

On mouon of Mr. HOPKINS, the committee 
rose and reported the following to the House, with- 
out amendment: [For which see next column.) 

Mr. TURNEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to second the call for the 
previous question on the pre-emption (bill during 
the morning session. 

The CHAIR suggested that such a motion would 
not be in order. 

Mr. CASEY argued that, before such a motion 
could possibly be in order, the House would first 
have to reconsider to vote subsequently taken re- 
fus ng to commit the bill; and 

After a few remarks by Messrs. R. GARLAND, 
TURNEY, CASEY, and PRIGGS, 

The SPEAKER said, the gentleman cou'd ac- 
complish his motion, if.it was his wish to take the 
bill out of its present position before the House, and 
to delay action upon it, to move to reconsider the 
motion refusing to commit the bill, and then move 
to postpone the bill to some future time, 

Mr. TURNEY then made a motion to reconsider 
the vote refusing 4o commit the bill; which was en- 
tered. . 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

The House then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Saturpay, May 23, 1840. 

After the reading of the Journal, 

The SPEAKER suggested to the House the pro- 
priety of dispensing wih the business of the morn- 
ing hour, for the purpose of disposing of all the 
business on the Speaker’s table. It would prevent 
much inconvenience to the Speaker; to which sug- 
gestion the House assented. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the House to ex- 
cuse him from further service on the Committee 
ot Privileges, growing out of the difficulty between 
Messrs. R. Gartanp and Bynum; which request 
the House, however, refused. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, by general consent, report- 
ed back to the Hou-e Senate bill in relation to the 
statue of Washington, by Greenough, with an 
amendment, substituting the words “‘ Secretary of 
the Navy” for the words ‘*Committee on the 
Library; which amendment was concurred in, and 
the bill was read the third time and passed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the next busi- 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Cusnine to re- 
consider the vote on yesterday, by which House 
cencurred in the amendment of the Committee of 
the Whole, to the bill forthe relief of Hyacinth Las- 
sell, and subjecting the grant of land in said bill to 
be located on such of the public land as was sub- 
ject to private entry. 

Mr, WICK went into a history of the claim, 
and advocated the motion for reconsideration 

Mr. PETRIKIN was opposed to the motion to 
reconsider, and spoke in support of his amend- 
ment, which was adopted by the Committee of the 
Whole. He doubted whether the claimant should 
have any land at all, instead of granting him a 
float to locate the best Jands in small parcels at 
different poicts. 

Mr. WICK had no objection to confine the float 
so as to have a'l the land locstedin one body. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider, and disagreed to. 

The bill now stands on its engrossment. 

The next before the House was the motion to 
reconsider the vole postponing till Friday next the 
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bill to refund a fine imposed on the late Matthew 
Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs and legal 
representatives. 

Messrs. RUSSELL and L. WILLIAMS hoped 
the motion to reconsider would not prevail. 

Mr. TURNEY advocated the reconsideration, 
and moved the previous question, which was se- 
conded; and the main question having been order- 
ed, was taken, and resulted—ayes 79, noes 46. 

The vote having been reconsidered, the question 
again recurred on the motion to postpone the bill to 
Friday next, which was disagreed to; and the bill 
now stands on the calendar on ils engrossment. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentacky moved io suspend the 
rules, to enable him to offer a resolation in relation 
to gag bills, and in relation to Executive patronage 
and Federal officers, and on that motion demanded 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. R. GARLAND hoped he would not press 
such a resolution at that time, inasmuch as it 
would excite discussion, and embarrass the action 
on the private bills. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky persisted in his me- 
tion. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to lay the motion to sus- 
pend the rules on the table. 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay on the table, and agreed to. 

PRE- EMPTION BILL. 

The question next in order was the motion of 
Mr. Torney to reconsider the vote by which the 
House refused to commit the bill to the Committee 
of the Whole, granting pre-emption rights to set- 
tler on the public lands. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the above motion to reconsider until afier 
the Sub-Treasury bill was disposed of. 

Mr. CASEY said the object of the motion thus 
to postpone must be to defeat the bill. He wanted 
to know who were thus indirectly in favor of de- 
stroying the bill, and therefore cailed for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 17, 
nays 140. 

YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Beirne, 
Dennis, James Garland, Goggin, Hall, Hawkins, Hill of Vir- 
ginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hunt, McKay, Mason, Mont- 
gomery, Nisbet, Ramsey, Russell, Samuels, Steenrod, Turney, 
and Wise—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Barnard, Beatty, Bell, Black, Bond, Boyd, Briggs, Brockway, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, 8. H. Butler, W. O. But ler, Calhoun, 
Wm. B. nen Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Wm. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, 
Davee, Edward Davies, John Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, 
Everett, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Rice Garland, Gerry, Goode, 
Graham, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hamm, ond, Hand, Ww: 
8. Hastings, John a Hawes, Heary, Ilillen, Hofiman, 
Hook, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jenifer, Charles 
Johnston, Cave Jotnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, Kiile, 
Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, McCarty, 
McClellan, McCulloh, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Miller, 
Mitchel!, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Rhett, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers; Ryall, Shaw, Simonton, Slade, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Starkweathe r, Storrs, 
Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Francis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Vroom, D. D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, ‘Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, agd Joseph L. Williams—140. 

So Me House refused to postpone. 

Mr. CHAPMAN demanded the previous ques- 
tion on the motion to reconsider the vole by which 
the House refused to commit; which was seconded, 
and the main question having been ordered; which 
main question was, “Shall the vote be reconsi- 
dered?” 

Mr. PROFFIT demanded the yeas and nays; 





Bynum, Connor, Dawson, 


which having been ordered, were—yeas 59, nays 97, - 


YEAS--Measrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, 
Atherton, Banks, Baker, Barnard, Beirne, Bell, Bond, Bots, 
Briggs, Calhoun, Colea, Connor, James Cooper, Cranston, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Diomgoele, Evans, 
Everett, James Garland, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Graves, 
Grinnell, Hall, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hawkins, Hill 
of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, James, Charles John- 
stan, Kemshall, Lincoln, McCarty, McKay, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Monigomery, Morgan, Ogle, Peck, Ramsey, Randolph, Reed, 
Russell, Saimuels, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, ‘Taliaferro, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, ‘Trumbull, ‘Turney, Under wood, 
Warren, John White, Lewis Williams. and Wise--59. 

NAYS—Messrs. H. J. Anderson, Beatty, Boyd, A.V. Brown, 
Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William O. Butler, William B. 
Campbell, }Garr, Carroll, Carier, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Clark, Clifford, W. R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary Crockett, 
Cross, Cashing, Dana, Davee; Davies, ‘John Davis, via, Dickerson, 
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Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, néuenix By. 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Rice Garland, Gerry, Giddings, Green, 
Hand, J. Hastings, Henry, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Na 
thaniel Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, Mallor Marchand Miller, 
Montanya, Samuel W. Mortis, Calvary Morvia, Newhard, Par- 
rish, Paynter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Proffit, Rariden, 
Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, E. Rogers, Ryall, Shaw, A. Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starweather, Bteenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Vroom, David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Ed. D. White. 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—7. 

So the House refused to reconsider the vote; and 
the bill accordingly stands the first business in 
order on the Speaker’s table, on its engrossment. 

The following engrossed bills were then read the 
third time and passed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Atkinson; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wallace, and 
the heirs and representatives of Robert Leckie and 
Jeremiah D. Hayden. deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lasse}; 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Everet t; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genther; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Davidson; and 

A bill amendatory of the act for the relief of 
Gen. Duncan L. Clinch. 

The following bills having been amended in the 
Committee of the Whole, the amendments were 
concurred in by the House, and the bills having 
been engrossed for a third reading, were read the 
third time, and passed, viz: 

A bill for the rehef of the heirs of Michael Strit- 
singer; and 

A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith. 

The bills reported from the Committee of the 
Whole, on yesterday afternoon session, and which 
were not passed at that time, having been en- 
grossed, were severally read the third lime, and 
passed, as follows: 

A bill for the relief of William Cuddeback; 

A bill granting a pension to Elijah Foochee; 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth French; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey; 

A bill for the relief of Gorge Morris; 

A bill adding the name of John Lathram to the 
pension roll; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Mitchell; 

A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray; 

A bill for the relief of Wealthy Baker; 

A bill granting a pension to James Boylan; 

A bill granting a pension to Leonard Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Nathan Baldwin; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Oakley; 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Adams; 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Case; 

A bill for the relief of the administrator and heirs 
of John Lindsey; 

A bill for the relief of Thurston Cornel]; 

A bill granting a pension to Martha Strong; 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Price; 

A bill grant‘ng a pension to James J. Coffin; 

A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig; 

A bill restoring the name of John Davis to the 
pension ro}l; 

A bill for the relief of James Francher of Ten- 
nessee; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bennett; 

A bill for the relief of John Lybrook; 

A bill for the relief of David Mellen; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

A bill for the reliefof Henry Bush; 

A bill granting a pension to Israel Parsons; 

A bill granting a pension to Philip Hartman; 

A bill for the relief of Matthew Wiley; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. York; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Austin; 

A bill granting a pensicn to John Black; 

A bill granting a pension to Helen Miller; 

A bill granting a pension to Stephen Olney; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Andrews; 

A bill granting a pension to Coristian Brougher; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Hedrick; 

A bill for the relief of Erastus Pierson. 

A bill for the relief of William Neel; 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Campbell; 

A bill for the retief of Peter A. Myers; 

A bill for the relief of John Piper; 

A bill for the relief of Job Wood; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Hunter; 

A bill for the relief of John Keeler; 


A bill for the relief of Fielding Prau; 

A bill for the relief of James Fleming; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel M. Asbury; 

A bill granting a peasion to Neil Shannon; 

A bill for the relief of E'ijah Blodget; 

A bill for the retief of Thomas Collins; 

A bill to restore to certain invalid and other pen. 
sioners, the amount of pensions by them relip. 
quished. 

A bill for the relief of James Bailey; 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Appleby; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel W. Goings; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul; 

A bill granting a pension to Jobn H. Lincoln; 

A bill for the relief of Jared Winslow; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Davis; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Hughes; 

A bill for the relief of James Cummings; 

A bill for the relief of John E. Wrighi; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Wiison; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hugo: 

A bill for the relief of Levi Johnston; 

A bill for the relief of Barton Hooper; 

A bill for the relief of Issac Jastice; 

A bill for the relief of Gideon Sheldon; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Frazier; 

A bill for the relief of Myron Chapin; 

A bill for the relief of Medod Cook; 

A bill for the relief ot Lyman Bristol; 

A bill for the relief of Charles Risley; 

A bill for the relief of Pamela Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Tiffany; 

A bill for the relief of James Smith; 

A bill for the relief of William Sloan; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Whittle; 

A bill tor the relief ef Joseph W. Knipe; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman N. Cook; 

A bill granting a pension to Wm Butterfield; 

A bill for the relief of George Hommill; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Euler; 

A bill for the relief of David Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Emanuel Srofe; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Boyd; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Bowman; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin McCulloch; 

A bill for the relief of David A. Baldwin; 

A bill for the relief of Lt. John Allison; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Colmus; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Poole; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

_ A bill for the relief of Seneca Rider; 

A bill for the relief of Peter W. Short; 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Knight; 

A bill for the relief of Robert Lucas; 

A bill granting a pension to John Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Wilfred Knott; 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Glover; and 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Latham. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Tucker came up 
in its order, and, 

On motion of Mr. R. GARLAND, its farther 
cons'deration was postponed till Friday next. 

The bill to refund a fine imposed on the late 
Matthew Lyon, under the sedition law, to his heirs 
and legal representatives, came up on its engro:s- 
ment; when 

Mr. RUSSELL moved to amend the bill by 
strikieg out the words “legal heirs,” and inserting 
**personal representatives.” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST asked if this was not a 
bill to retunda fine paid in 1799, and if the peti- 
tion of the person who paid it had not, in his life- 

time, been repeatedly before Congress, and re- 
jected; if it had not, in the course of forty years, 
undergone repeated discussions in both Houses 
without success? If so, he would move to lay the 
subject on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY asked Mr. T. to withdraw his 
motion, and before he sat down, he would move 
the previous question. 

Mr. TILLItNGHAST said, if any explanation 
was desired, he would withdraw the motion to lay 
on the table. = 

Mr. TURNEY then asked for the reading of the 
report, which was read; after which, he moved the 
previous question. 

The following report was made on the subject of 
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claim by Mr. Torney, from the Committee on 
Jodiciary. The committee adopted the report 
je by the same committee in 1832; which was 
jo the House, as will be found below. (That 
country may uoders'and the merits of the case, 
jmay trace a history of the circumstances un- 
which the fine was imposed upon Matthew 
on; and that the history of those times, and the 
‘nies of those days may not be forgotien, the Re- 
ter inserts the report at large. } 


ne Committee on the Judiciary to whom was referred the 
tition of Chittenden Lyon and- Matthew Lyon, heirs 
ind representaiives of the late Matthew Lyon, deceased, 


ae the month of October, 1798, the late Matthew Lyon, 
.ather of the petitioners, at the circuit court held at Ruuand, 
the State of Vermont, was indicted and found guilty of hav- 
printed and published what was alleged to be a libel against 
Joon Adams, the then President of the United States. The 
wed libel was in the following words, to wit: ‘“‘As tothe Ex- 
quve, when I shall see the effects of that power bent on the 
jnotion of the comfort, the happiness, and accommodation 
the people, that Executive shall have my zealous and uni- 
pmeupport. But whenever I shall, onthe part of our Exe- 
vive, see every consideration of publie welfare swallowed up 
a continual grasp for power, in an unbounded thirst 
ridiculous pomp, foolish adulation, and selfish ava- 
~..when I shall behold men of real merit daily 
wed out Office for no other cause than indepen- 
cy of sentiment—when I shall see men of firmness, 
ii, years, abilities, and experience, discarded in their appli- 
ations for office, for fear they possess that independence, and 
of meanness preferred for the ease with which they can 
e up and advocate opinions, the consequence of which they 
ow but little of—when I shall see the sacred name of religion 
ployed as a State engine to make mankind hate and | erse- 
each other, Ishall not be their humble advocate!’ The 
oad count in the indictment, on which the said Matthew Ly- 
»was convicted, charged him with printing and publishing a 
pjitious writing or libel, entitled “Copy of a letter from an 
merican diplomatic character in France (Mr. Joel Barlow) to | 
member of Congress in Philadelphia,” which was in the fol- 
bwing words, to wit: ‘“The misunderstanding between the two 
governments has become extremely alarming; confidence is 
ompletely destroyed; mistrusts, jealousies, and a disposition 
pa wrong attribution of motives, aré so apparent as to require 
be utmost caution in every word and action that are to come 
m your Executive—I mean if your object is to avoid hostili- 
» Hadthis truth been understood with you before the re- 
ail of Monroe—before the coming and second coming of 
inckney; had it guided the pens that wrote the bullying speech 
your President, and stupid answer of your Senate, at 





























opening of Congress in November last, I should 
oably have had no occasion to address you this 
wer. But when we found him borrowing the lan- 


ae of Edmund Burke, and telling the world that, al- 
ugh he should succeed in treating with the French, there 

sno dependence to be placed in any of their engagements; 
bat their religion and morality were at anend, and they had 
umed pirates and plunderers, and that it would be necessary 

be perpetually armed against them, though you are at 
ace; we wondered that the answer of both Houses had not 
oanorder to send him to the mad-house. Instead of this, 
he Senate have echoed the speech with more servility than 
wer George the Third experienced from either House of Par- 
ment.?? 

The court deemed both the publications above recited libel- 

us, under the second section of the act commonly called the 
edition law, passed the 4th July, 1793; which section is as fol- 
ws, Viz: “And be it further enacted, That if any person 
hall write, print, utter, or publish, or shal! cause or procure to 

written, printed, uttered, or published, or shall knowingly 

d wilfully assist er aidin writing, printing, uttering, or pub- 
hing, any false, scandalous, and malicious writing or 
ritings against the Government of the United States, or either 
House of the Congress of the United States, or of the President 
{the United States, with an intent to defame thesaid Govern- 
ent, or either House of the said Congress, or the President, or 
o bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrespect, or 
pexcite against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of 
he good people of the United States, &c. then such person, be- 

g thereof convicted before any court of the United States hav- 

g jurisdiction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceed. 
peg two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment not exceeding 
wo years, 

Upon this indictment Matthew Lyon was convicted, and sen- 
enced by the court to be imprisoned for four months;to pay a fine 
bi one thousand dollars, and the costs of the prosecution, taxed 
{sixty dollars and ninety-six cents; and to stand committed un- 
il the fine and costs were paid: which were paid, as appears 
y the exemplification of the record of the said trial and pro- 
eedings, now in the archives of this House. 

The commttee are of opinion that the law above recited was 
fconstitutional, null, and void, passed under a mistaken exer- 
of undelegated power, and that the mistake ought to be 
tmected by returning the fine so obtained. with interest there- 
1, tothe legal representatives of Matthew Lyon. 
The committee do not deem it necessary to discuss at length 
hecharacter of that law, or to assign all the reasons, however 
demonstrative, that have induced the conviction of its uncon- 
‘tutionality. No question connected with the liberty of the 
press ever excited amore universal and intense interest--ever 
received so acute, able, long-eontinued, and elaborate investi- 
on—was ever more generally understood, or so conclusive- 
Y settled by the concurring opinions of all parties, after the 
teuled political contests of the day had passed away. All that 
tow remains to be done by the Representatives of the people 
¥ho condemned this act of their agents as unauthorized, and 
‘ranscending their grant of power, to place beyond question, 
toubt, orcavil, that mandate of the Constitution prohibiting 
ngress from abridging the liberty ofthe press, and to dis- 
arge an honest, just, moral, and honorable obligation, is to 
refund from the Treasury the fine thus illegally and wrongfully 


tained from one oftheir citizen$: for which purpose the com. 
Muttee herewith report a bili. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST again adverted to the 
length of time which had elapsed since the claim 


| was first presented. 
| 
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A whole generation had 
passed away since the claim was alleged to have 
originated, and it was now impossible to ascertain 
the true state of the facts, with any thing like satis- 
faction. He therefore insisted on his motion to lay 
on the table. 


On this motion, Mr. HAND demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST withdrew his motion to 
lay on the table. 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question on 
the bill, which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tien ordered to be pnt, on which Mr. T. demanded 
the yeas and nays. 


And the question being firsten the amendment, 
Mr. TILLINGHAST renewed his motion to 
lay on the table. 


On this motion, Mr. TURNEY demanded the 


yeas and nays; which, being ordered, resulted as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Briggs, Cranston, Davies, Evans, Giddings, 
Grinnell, Hall, Hawes, Hunt, Lincoln, Russell, Storrs, Tilling- 
hast, Trumbull, and Lewis Williams—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Banks, Beatty, Bell, Bond, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, 
Burke, William O. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Curtia Dana, John Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dickerson, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Griffin, 
Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, Hil! of Virginia, Hill of 
North Carolina, Holleman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jackson, James, Jameson, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Cave 
Jobnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kempeshall. Kille, Leadbetter, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Mason, Miller, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Newhard, Ogle, Osborne, Parrish, Parmenter, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simon- 
ton, Albert Smith, John Smith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Triplett, ‘Tur- 
ney, Underwood, David D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, and 
Henry Williams—129. 


So the House refused to lay on the t=ble. 

And the question then recurred on the first part 
of the main question—being on the amendment to 
strike out the words “legal heirs,” and insert the 
wors “personal representatives.” 

Mr. TTURNEY demanded the ysas and nays; 


which having been ordered, were—yeas 44, nays 
94, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Bell, Bond, Brockway, 8. 
H. Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Carter, Clark, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Edward Davies, Evans, James Garland, Rice 
jarland,Giddings, Goggin, Green, Hall, John Hill of Virginia, 
Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, McKay, Mason, 
Ogle, Osborne, Randolph, Ridgway, Russell, Samuels, Simon. 
ton, Slade, Storrs, Taliaferro, Waddy Thompson, Toland, Trip- 
lett, Underwood, ,Warren, Edward D. White, and Lewis Wil- 
liams—44. 

NAYS—Messrs. Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, Beatty, Boyd, 
Brewster, Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Bynum, Carr, Casey, Chap- 
man, Chinn, Clifford, Coles, Connor, Wm. R. Cooper, Crary, 
Crockett, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Dawson. Deberry, Doan, 
Doig, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Fornance, 
Gerry, Goode, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, HenryeJohn 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Heffman, Holleman, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Vave Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Kille, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, McClellan, McCul- 
loch, Mallory, Merchand, Miller, Montanya, Morgan, Calvary 
Morris, Newhard, Parrish, Pa menter, Paynter, Petrik'n, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Edward Rogers, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas =mith, Stanly, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweney, Taylor, Fran- 
cis Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney. David D. Wagener, 
Watterson, Weller, Wisk, Jared W. Williams, and Henry 
Williams—%4. 


The question then being on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed for its third reading, it was taken by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. J. W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Andrews, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Samoson H. Butler, William O. Builer, Bynum, Calhoun, 
W. B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey,Chapman, Chinn, Clark, 
Clifford, Coles, Connor, William R. Cooper, Crabb, Crary, 
Crockett, Cross, Dana, Divee, John Davie. Dickerson, Deliett, 
Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fletcher, 
Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Gariand, Gerry, Gog- 
gin, Goode, Green, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Hawkins, Henry, 
Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Holleman, 
Holmes, Hopkins, Howard,Hubbard, Jackson. James, Jameson, 
Charles Johnston, Nathaniel! Jones, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, 
Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, McClellan, McCulloch, 
Mallory, Marchand, Mason, Milier, Montanya, 8. W. Morris, 
Newhard. Ogle, Osborne, Parish, Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rhett, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, 
Sweney, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Triplett. Turney, Underwood, David D, Wagener, 
Warren, Watterson, Weller, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, and Henry Williams—120. 

Pn cong ee een ao ae ees De- 
rry, Evans, Grinneli, Ma am, Hawes en Hoffman, 
Jenifer, Lincoln, McKay, Morgan, Rayner, Russell, Stanly, 
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oath Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Trumbull, and Joseph L. Wil- 
iams—20 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Mr. RUSSELL then moved to postpone the 
further consideration of the bill until Friday next. 
He alluded to the great length of time which had . 
elapsed since the date of the claim, say 1798; and 
considering that, asked what gentleman there was 
who would undertake to say that we could have 
any thing like a correct knowledge of the occur- 
rences of that time. Generations had passed away, 
and now, when after the lapseof so many years, 
we were called upon to act upon the claim, was it 
not proper that we should obtain as correct informa- 
tion as possible? What was ihe infermation which 
the House had before it, and on which it was asked 
to grant this claim?) Why, we were obliged to rely 
on the frail memory of man for the evidence in re- 
lation to it. But were there no other sc urees from 
which better information could be obtained? Cer- 
tainl> there was. By a reference to the papers at 
the Treasury Department, it could be ascertained 
whether Government ever received this money or 
not. He wished to cast no in,putation on the gen- 
tlemen who supported the bill; but if it should, upon 
investigation, turn out that this money had never 
been realized by Government, who was there, he 
would ask, who would vote for such a claim? 
What gentleman would, under such circumstances, 
vote for the passage of the bill? He was sure there 
vote, was nota single man who would give his 
if it could be shown that the money had never been 
received by the Government. Now his informa- 
tion was, and he believed it to be correct, that the 
money never had been paid into the Treasury, and 
that not a single dollor had ever been received by 
Government. He believed the facts in the report, 
in relation to the conviction and imprisonment of 
Matthew Lyon, were true; and, also, that the 
amount of the fine was raised by his political 
fmends, and the money was depusited with the 
marshal, in whose custody he was. But, on Mr. 
Jefferson’s coming into power, and before the mo- 
ney was paid into the Treasury, he believed the 
fine was remitted, and returned to the source from 
whence it came. New what he wanted was, proper 
lime to examine into the real state of the facts, 
and it was for this reason he .wished the further 
consideration of the bill postponed until Friday 
next. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky wished to makea 
few brief remarks in relation to the merits of this 
bill. I: had been said that, in all probability, the 
money had never been received by the Govern- 
ment, and that it had been returned. That, he 
believed, was not the state of the case. It was not 
true that the bill hadever been rejected. On the 
contrary, it had teen reported by committees from 
year to year, all of which reporis were in favor of 
the claim. 

But there was one fact which would serve to 
show on what erroneous grounds gentlemen would 
sometimes base thei: arguments against bills of this 
character. The gentleman had said that the fine 
was remitted when Mr. Jefferson came into power, 
whereas the money was paid when Lyon was in 
jail, in 1799, nearly three years before; and gguld 
it be presumed that the marshal kept the nile in 
his hands all that time? If the gentleman had been 
so informed, he was very much mistaken. He 
was sure that no evidence cou'd be brought to show 
that the fine had been remitted; and on the other 
side, there was abundant testimony to show that it 
had been paid, no matter whether by Lyon himseif 
or by his friends. He appealed to the House 
whether it was not a disgrace to the country that a 
claim of this character had remained unpaid for 
the lapse of so many years. Bu: he saw the object 
of the gentleman in wishing to postpone it. is 
object was to kill it by time, in which way it had 
been the practice to kill other bills, when no good 
reason could be assigned against their passage. 
He repeated, that there was abundant testimony to 
show that the fine had been paid, but there was no 
evidence to show that it had been returned. 

But the gentleman had said a great deal about 
the money having been paid by the friends of .Mr. 
Lyon. Now of what consequence was that? What 
did it matter, and how could it affect the case, whe~ 
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ther the money had been paid by Lyon himself or 
his friends? 

Mr. TURNEY, after alluding to the great num- 
ber of years which this claim had been suffered to 
remain unacted upon, asked whether, during the 
japse of all that time, such a ground of opposition 
had been taken before? Of all the reports which 
bad been made on the subject, none ever attempted 
to deny that the money had been received by Go- 
vernment. The only ground of opposition had 
been that the money was raised by the friends of 
Matihew Lyon instead of himself, and that if it 
were repaid, it would go into the hands of those 
who had paid nathing. Now the question was not 
whether the money had been raised by Lyon or his 
friends; the question was whether Government 
could conscientiously retain money in the Treasury 
paid under such circumstances. As was stated by 
his friend from Kentucky, it was not likely that a 
fine paid in 1798 would be remitted by Jefferson 
three years afterwards, in 1801. It was not likely 
that the officer would have kept the money in his 
bands all the time, without paying it into the 
Treasury. If the fine had ever been remitted, the 
fact would be shown in some way or oher. For 
his part he had not the least idea but that the money 
was paid into the Treasury, and bas been used by 
Government from that day to this. But if, after 
this bill should pass, it should be made to appear 
that Mr. Lyon did receive back the money, then 
if no gentleman would move a reconsideration, he 
would certainly do it himself, in order to retain the 
bill in the House. Of that, however, he had no 
idea. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND, after some preliminary 
remarks, said that when this bill had been under 
consideration in 1832, the committee applied to the 
Treasury Department to ascertain whether or not 
the money had ever been paid into the Treasurv, 
and a letter in reply, directed to the Hen. W. R. 
Davis, stated that the books of the Treasury De- 
partment offered no such evidence that the money 
had ever been received. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine was surprised to hear 
gentiemen say that they would not vete for this bill, 
unless there was evidence to show that the money 
had been paid into the Treasury. Now that fact 
did not operate with hima single straw. Could 
gentlemen believe ¢hat a man who had been con- 
victed under that law, and sentenced under that 
law, had not paid the penalty, whether it went into 
the Treasury or no? But the gentlemen who op- 
posed this bill, talked aboat “living witnesses,” and 
our having to depend on the ‘frail memory of 
man ” Now, in our legislative transactions, almost 
every day, did we not act upon, and place imp! cit 
reliance on the same kind cf evidence? There 
were a great many facts on which the gentleman 
himself was fully satisfied supported by the same 
kind of evidence. But the gentleman complained 
that there was no evidence in the Treasury De- 

ariment that the money had ever been paid. 
What, he would ask, was the absence of such tes- 
timony to outweigh the evidence of twenty wiinesses 
that tne money had been paid, no matter whether 
it ever reached the Treasury or not? 

But the gentleman had said that he had evidence, 
sat@factory to his own mind, that the fine had been 
remitted. Now, on what kind of evidence had he 
relied, to support his opinion that the fine had beea 
remitted? Wasitnot derived from “living wit- 
nesses,” if at all? for there was no record in the 
Treasury Department to show that the money had 
eve7 been repai’; so that the gentleman who re- 
fused to act upon evidence derived from the “fra 1 
memory of man,” in favor of the bill, would, it 
seemed, take that same kind of evidence against it. 
Another objection was that the money had been 
paid by the friends of Matthew Lyon. Now what 
did that amount 10? How could it affect the ca-e, 
so far as we were concerned, whether the money 
was raised by Lyon himself, or his friends? If, how- 
ever, it had been raised by his friends, that fact 
told a great deal in his favor, as the fact of his hav- 
ing such friends, who expended their own money 
for his release, was strong evidence of the injustice 
of the sentence, and of the character of Lyon him- 
self, which could thus induce them to act so 
promptly in his favor. For his own part, he did 

















not believe there bad ever been acclaim before the 
House which was supported by more satisfactory 
evidence. Here thisclaim had been before Con- 
gress a long series of years, and had been reported 
numbers of times, after undergoing the most rigid 
scrutiny; and was that fact to have no weight? 
Why, the very fact of the bill having passed 
through the strict scrutiny of the Commitee of 
Claims, was of itself almost conclusive evi- 
dence that it ought to pass. 

But the House had not only been told so once, 
but they had been thus assured twenty times, that 
this was a just claim. Now how did the gen‘le- 
man propose to aci? Why, in the face of ali this 
evidence, his cry was, that we had not sufficient 
time, and that the bill mast be postponed until Fri- 
day next. This was probably the same cry at the 
last session, and at all previous sessions, when it 
was found that nothing else could be said against it, 
If this bill should be deferred until Friday, the pro- 
bability was that it wouid not come up again dar- 
ing the session, and then, at the next session, it 
would come again in the jam of a mars of other 
bills, and very likely wonld not be reached until the 
end of the session; and thus it would, as had been 
well observed, be ki led by time, and nothing else. 
And thus it was that gentlemen proposed to deal 
with righteous and just claims. He hoped, how- 
ever, that justice weuld prevail, and that the bill, 
which had been delayed so many years, would pass 
now. There was abundant evidence to show that 
the money had been paid, but there was none to 
show that it had been repaid. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he should vote for the post- 
ponement. The letter just read by the gentleman 
from Louisiana showed that the money had not 
gone intu the Treasury. If so, that was sufficient 
reason for taking time to examine how the case 
stood. There was at least presumptive evi- 
dence that the money had been repaid, if it 
had ever been paid at all. He would re- 
mind gentlemen that this transaction took place 
at the close of the Administration of the elder 
Adams, who was succeeded by Jefferson, and, with 
him, a revolution in public opinion, It was well 
known ‘hat Jefferson remitted all unexecuted 
judgments founded upon the sedition law. But 
what answer could genilemen make to this? If 
Matthew Lyon paid the money, why did he not 
come before the Congress that succeeded? Why 
had a period of twenty-five years been suffered to 
elapse before the claim was presented? If Lyon 
had paid the money, was it not to be inferred that 
he would have come before the very next Con- 
gress and demanded restitu'ion? and when a ma- 
jority in both Houses of his p litical friends would 
have been quick to restore the money. It might be 
said, however, that the party to which Lyon be- 
longed, had conscientious scraples on the subject. 
Bufa reference to the ac's of Jefferson and the Con- 
gress at that time, showed that they had no such 
scruples. Mr. B. concluded by sayirg that the 
fact of no claim being presented to that Con- 
gress, was presumptive evidence that there was no 
claim to make. He would therefore vote in favor 
of the pos'ponement, so that the true facts might be 
known. 

Mr. JAMESON said the only question was, 
whether the money had been paid. Of that, in his 
mind, therecould be no doubt. It was true, the 
claim had not been presented fer a number of 
years, but that was probably owing to the pride of 
Lyon, which kept him from app!ying sooner, and 
it was only when poverty compelled him, that he 
at last presented hisclaim He himse!f then peti- 
tioned, and the facts are, that he paid the money. 
Five or six committees have reported that the 
money has never been repaid to him, and that was 
sufficieat. With these views, and believing that 
the bill oaght to be passed at once, he moved the 
previons question; but subsequently withdrew it at 
the request of 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who wished to 
say a few words on the subject. It did seem to him 
that the House, in rejecting this bill on the suppo- 
sition that the money had not been paid, and that, 
too, in opposition to the reports of its own com- 
mittees, would establish a precedent, which would 
be found to be extremely inconvenient. The great 
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object in referring it to a committee had ead 
ascertain that fact, and after the report had 
made, he for one would not undertake to quest 
the repcrt, unless the evidence to the con; « 
should be very s'rong indeed. How very sino, 
was the evidence in favor of its claim. [t 5s. 
been the subject of numerous reports, only two of 
which were adverse to it; it had been before Co, 
gress for twenty years, and yet, after this Jong 
period, for the first time, this new objection yw» 
staried, “that the money had never been paid, 
Out of all the reports, there had been but two a4 
verse to it, and even in those not the slightest jg 
a was made, that the money had not bee 
paid. 

The hour having arrived, the House took i 
usual recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After the recess— 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON was about to 
sume his remarks, when he gave way to 

Mr. LINCOLN, who wished to say a few wor 
in explanation of the vote he gave in the morpip 
against the bill. 7 

After some remarks in relation to the Alien an 
Sedi ion laws, which were not heard by the Re 
porter, Mr. L. proceeded to say, that among oihe 
things he desired to be understood by his consiji 
ents was, that one motive for voting against th. 
bill was induced by the constructive principle whic) 
will alone protect the Treasury and the county 
and which would always induce him to yovs 
against appropriations, unless the reasons were suf 
ficiently strong to warrant him in supporting them 

In what situation, said Mr. L. was I placed thi 
morning, when I was called upon to vote on 
question, which it appears has been argued herety 
tore in the councils of this nation, and on which 
difference of opinion had existed among the me 
who had given direction to those councils? 

How stood the case?. Why, the bili which haj 
been committed to a Committee of the Whole fr 
the express purpose of debate, had been reported 
from the commiitee without any opportunity fo 
debate. 

Messrs. TURNEY and BRIGGS here made some 
explanation as to the reasons for reporting th 
bill. 

Mr. LINCOLN resumed. He said he did no 
mean to complain of the conduct of any gentleman 
but his object in rising was simply to give the rea 
sons why he could not vote for the bill; and the 
fact of its being reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, without opportunity for debate, w 
one of those reasons. He wished his reasons to be 
understood by his old Republican friends at home 
that his objections were founded on strict Democra 
lic principies. He would repeat, that one reas) 
why he had voted against the bill was, that the 
Was no opportunity for discussing and understand 
ing the merits of a bill, which made a claim in te 
lation to an event forty-two years ago, and which 
proposed to take thousands of dollars from thé 
Treasury. The bill had been referred to a Com 
mittee of the Whole, for the purpose of having i! 
merits discussed, and yet it had so happened, th: 
it was taken out of committee, by misapprehension 
without any opportunity for getting the informatio 
that was sought. That was yesterday; and | 
first thing this morning the bill was presented fo 
engrossment, and the previous question asked, and 
ordered. 

He appealed to gentlemen and to the count 
whether it was right to call on him, a new men 
ber, to vote to take three or four thousand dolla 
from the public Treasury, when there had not bee 
the slightest opportunity for discussing the merit 
of the claim. He was perfectly witling to go\t 
the country on this question, and in the positio 
he had taken. He also appealed to those genile 
men who had voted in favor of the bill, whether ! 
was their duty so to do, before they had fully an 
faiily discussed the matter, and satisfied them 
selves that the claim wasone of debt and of law 
He wis%ed to be understood as having no objectic 
to any just claim, and if, after it had been satisfac 
torily shown that this Matthew Lyon, or his heir 
were fairly entitled to the money, he would be out 
of the first to grant it. 
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A question of order arose as to the time when the 
bill should have its third reading. 

The previous question was seconded, put, and 
carried, and the bill was ordered to be read a third 
time now; it was read accordingly, when 

Mr. TURNEY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, put, and carried; and the 
main question being on the passage of the bill, it 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: yeas 124, 
nays 15. 

YEAS—Measrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, .Atherten, 
Banks, Beaty, Beirne, Bond, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown, Burke, William O. Butler, Calhoun, William B. 
Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clifford, 
Coles, Connor, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, William R. 
Cooper, Crabb, Crockett, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
Garret Davis, Dellet, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, 
Bly, Fine, Floyd, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin,Goede, 
Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Haod, John Hastings, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Holleman, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, James, Jameson, Charles John- 
ston, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kempshall, Kille, Leadbeuer, 
Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallo- 
ry, Marchand Medill, Miller, Mouroe, Morgan, Samuel W. 

ortis, Ogle, Parrish, Parmenter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, 
Randol™, Reynoliis, Rhett, Ridgway, Robinson, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Ryall, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Simon- 
ton, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Surt, Sumter, Swearingen, Tavior, 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Tur- 
ney, Underwood, Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, Wick, 
Jared W. Williams, and Henry Williams—124. 

NAYS—Messrs. Briggs, Cranston, Davies, Deberry, Ed- 
wards, Hawes, Willian C. Johnson, Lincoln, Palen, Russeil, 
Storrs, Taliaferro, Trumbull, and Lewis Williams—15. 

So the bill was passed. 


And the House adjourned. 








IN SENATE, 
Monpay, May 24, 1840. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut presented the peti- 
tion of Jonn T. Waite and others, praying the pas- 
sage of a general bankrupt law; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. S. also presented the petition of Sally Porter 
and Betsy B. Cook, children of Colonel Phineas 
Porter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Abraham 
Sinclair, which was referred to the Comm.ttee on 
the Public Lands. 

Mr. MERRICK asked and obtained leave to 
withdraw the papers in relation to the claim of 
James Forrest. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from citizens 
of Iitineis, for a post route; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presewied the memorial of citi- 
zens of the county of Saginaw, Mich. for the esta- 
blishment of a military post atthat place; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MOUTON presented documents relating 
to the claim of the heirs of Antonio Gras; which 
were referred to the Commitiee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. WHITE presented the petition of John B. 
King; which was referred to the Commiitee on Re- 
volutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Nathaniel 
Pryor, deceased; whivh was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill making provision for the payment 


of pensions to the executors and administrators of 


deceased pensioners in Certain cases; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, fiom the Committee on Pa- 
tents, reported a bill making certain appropriations 
for the Patent Office, with an amendment. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Commiitee on Naval 


Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition of | 


Richard 
printed, 
The joint resolution for the distribution of the 


B. Mason; which was ordered to be 


Digest of Paien's was taken up as in committee of 


the whole, and after some remarks from Mr. 
TAPPAN, was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Oa motion. by Mr. LINN, the joint resolation 
for the occupation of the Territory of Oregon was 
taken up, and made the special order of the day for 
this day two weeks. 

The bill making certain appropriations for the 
Patent Office being taken up asin committee of 
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the whele, a motion was made to strike out an 
appropriation of one thousand dollars for the col- | 
lection of agricultural statistics and other agrieul- 
tnral purposes; which was supported by Messrs. 
CRITTENDEN and CALHOUN, and opposed 

by Messrs. STRANGE, LINN, and LUMPKIN, 

and negatived—ayes 13, noes 20, and the bill was | 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill forthe relief of Joseph Roby, after | 
some remarks by Messrs. WALKER, SEVIER, | 
and YOUNG, was indefinitely postponed—ayes 25, | 
noes 6 

The CHAIR submitted a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, transmitting a copy of 
the proceedings institated to try the title to the Pea- 
patch island, and recommending to Congres; to 
pass a special act, giving to the circuit court of the 
district of Maryland jurisdiction to try the cause; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Jadi- 
ciary. 

The CHAIR also submitted the following mes- 
sage from the President of the United States: 

To the Senate: 

I communicate to Congress sundry papers, from 
which it will be perceived that the Imaum of Mus- 
cat has transmitted to this country, and, through 
the agency of the commander of one of his ves- 
sels, ofiered for my acceptance, a present, consist- 
ing of horses, pearls, and other articles of value. 
The answer cf the Secretary of State to a letter 
frem the agents of the vessel communicating the 
Offer of the present, and my own letter to the 
Imaum, in reply to one which he addressed to me, | 
were intended to make known in the proper quar- | 





ter the reasons which had precluded my acceptance 
of the proffered gift. Inasmuch, however, as the 
commander of the vessel, with the view, as he al- 
lezes, of carrying out the wishes of his sovereign, | 
now offers the presents to the Government of the | 
United Sia'es, 1 deem it my duty to lay the propo- 
sition before Congress for such disposition as they 
may think fitto make of i'; and I take the oppor- | 
tunity to suggest for their consideration the adop- | 
tion of legislative provisions pointing out the course | 
which they may deem it proper for the Executive 
to pursue in any future instances where offers of | 
presents by foreign States, either to the Govern- 
ment, its legislative or executive branches, or its 
agents abroad, may be made under circumstances | 
precluding a refusal without the risk of giving of- 
fence. 

The correspondence between the Denartment of 
State and our Consulgat Tangier, will acquaint 
Congress with such an instance in which every 
proper exertion on the part of the Consul to refrain 
from taking charge of an intended present, proved 
unavailing. The animals constituting it may, 
consequently, under the instructions of the Secre- 
tary of State, be expected soon to arrive in the 
United States, when the authority of Congress, as 
to the disposition to be made of them, will be ne- 
cessary. M. VAN BUREN. 

Washington, May, 21, 1840. 





[The following is a portion of the documents. | 
New York, May 2, 1840. 
Sir: We have the honor to inform you, that as 





consignees of the ship Sultanee, and cargo, belong- 
ing to his Highness, Seyhd Seyhd, Imaum of Mas- 
cat, justarrived at this port from Znz-bar, we 
have been charged by the commander of said ship, 
Ahmet Ben Haman, to receive and hold subject to 
your Excellency’s order, ceriain presen's from his 
Highness to the President of the United States. 
Those pre-en's are: 

Two Arabian Elorses, 

One case Otto Roses, 

Five Demijohns Rese Water, 

One package Cashmere Shawls, 

One bale Persian Rug, 

One box Pearls, 

One box—Sword. 


We beg to be favored by your Exceliency’s in- | 


structions, as to disposition an! delivery of thos 
articles. 
We have the honor to be, sir, your obedient so1- 


vants, BARCLAY & LIVINGSTON. | 
His Excellency the Presipent of the U.S. 
Washingion. | 





————— 


Shannen ance canna taeda aapigpeinieeee tent 


DEPARTMENT oF Starz 
Wasing on, 7th May, 1319 

Genriemen: I am directed by the Presiden; 
acknowledge the receipt of your letters to hig 
the 2d and Sth instant, informing him of the a 
val, at your port, of the ship Sultanee, comman 
by Ahmet Bea Haman, and bearing presenis frog 
his H ghness, the lmaum of Mascat, for the Pies 
cent. 

The President will avail himself of the returg , 
the Sultanee, to forward an answer to the friend) 
communication which he received from his Hy 
ness, and will express at the same time the live! 
satisfaction he derives from this first visit of a ye. 
sel from the Sultan’s dominions to the Unive 
States, and his sense of the friendly dispositi 
evinced by his Highness in the presents wh; 
Ahmit Ben Haman 1s instructed to offer in his Dame. 
Those presents the President is, under existiy 
constitut onal provisions, precluded from accepting 
for his own uve. I have, therefore, to request thal 
you will apprize Abmet Ben Haman of the circum 
stance, that such other disposition of the article 
may be made by him as will best comport with ths 
wishes of the Sultan. 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Messrs. Barciay and Livinaston, New York, 





To His Excellency Martin Van Buren, Presileniy 
the United States of North America, Washington: 
Sir: Hope the Almighty God will protect you 

and keep you in good health. From this part of ihe 

wor'd, having no news to communicate them to your 

Excellency; and, whenever opportunity offers fo 

this place, we shall feel happy to hear from you 

Excellency. With any thing that we can do fy 

you, little or plenty, shall feel happy. 

Written by the order of His Highness, 
SEYD SEYD BIN SULTAN BIN AHMED, 
Imaum of Musca 
SYED BIN, Calfaun. 
Dated Muscar, 25th December, 1839. 





To His Highness Syev Bin Sottan, Imaum of 4 
cat, Martin Van Boren, President of the Unit 
States of America—Greeting: 

GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND: By the hands of Ah 
met Ben Haman,commanding your Highness’s shij 
Saltanee, [ had the satisfaction of receiving youg 
Highnes»’s letter of the 19h oi the Moon of Sha 
wal, and 1,255 of the Hegira. It has been a soured 
of lively satisfaction to me, in my desire that fre 
quent and beneficial intercourse should be esia 
blished between our respective countries, to behold 
a vessel bearing your Flighness’s flag enter a po 
of the United States, to testify, I hope, that suc 
relations will be reciprocal and lasting. 

1 am informed that Ahmet Ben Haman had it | 
charge from your Highness to offer for my accept 
ance, in your name, a munificent present. I loo 
upon this friendly proceeding on your part as 
new proof of your Highness’s desire to cultiva 
with us amicable relations; but a fundamental la 
of the Republic, which forbids its servants frou 
accepting presents from foreiga States or Princes 
precludes me from receiving those your Highnes 
intended forme. I bez your Highness to be 
sured that, in thas declining your valuable gift, 
do but prriorm a paramount duty to my couatr 
and that, my sense of the kindness which prompte 
the offer is not thereby in any degree aba e4. 

Wishing health and prosperity to your Highnes 
power and stability to your Government, and 
your people tranquillity and happiness, I pray tha 
God may have you, great and good friend, in h 
holy keeping. M. VAN BUREN. 
By the President: 

Joun Forsytn, 
Secretary of Sia'e. 

Weashingion, May 8, 1840. 

The message and documents were referred to th 
Commitice on Foreign Relatioas, and ordered \ 
be prix ted. 

GENERAL BANKRUPT LAW. ; 

The bill for the establishment of a general bank 
rapt law comiog up tor consideration, 

Mr. HUBBARD addressed the Senate at gre 
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length and with much ability, in opposition to 
thé pill reported by the majority of the commit- 
ee, believing it to be inexpedient and of doubtful 
constitutionality. He expressed bis determination 


io vote against any bill which authorized compul- | 


sory bankruptcy against the agricultural classes— 
aad contended that all the objections which were 
urged against subjecting banks and other igcorpo- 
rations to the operations of a bankrupt law, would 
apply with as much force in the case of individu- 
als. He concluded by saying, that if the substitute 
ropo:ed by Mr. Watt was adopted, with certain 
modifications, he would probably give his vote fur 
bill. 

= WALL stated that he had no objection to 
the modification suggested by his honorable friend 
from New Hampshire. His object was, as he had 
several times stated, to pass a uniform law upon 
the subject of bankruptcy; not a partial or special 
jaw of bankruptcy. Understanding the Constitu- 
tion as he did, he thought that we bad no consti- 
tutional power to pass a mere insolvent law, hav- 
ing no principle or features of a law on the subject 
of bankruptcy, but the discharging of the debtor 
from the obligation of bis contracts with his credi- 
tors. The Constitution gives us no power to pass 
alaw of bankruptcy. ‘The fact of bankruptcy or 
insolvency does not give Congress authority to act, 
or to discharge debtors from their contracts, with- 
out payment, and without the consent of their cre- 
ditors. Bonkruptcy does not bring the bankrupt 
and his creditors and thei¢ contracts within the 
constitutional power of Congress. Bankruptcy is 
not the subject of bankruptcy. The subject of 
bankruptcy is something else. The Constitution 
gives us power to pass a uniform law on the sub- 
ject of bankruptcy; not a law of bankrupicy, or ia- 
solvency, or concerning bankruptcy or insolvency. 
He who maintains such a power, assumes the task 
of vindicating such a latitudimarian cvunstruction. 
But while [ am willing to accept such amendments 
as will make this system acceptable, I do not 
doubt our powers to make the exception, nor do I 
wish in that way to Jose two friends to gain one. 
la making this concession, | by no means yield to 
the soundness of the argument of my honorab'e 
friend. Ihave heretofore sabmitted my views as 
io the meaning of the word uniform. It is a limi- 
tation of the power of Congress to passa law on 


the subject of bankruptc;—not territorially or local- | 


ly—but as to the classes and subject-matier upon 
upon which such law shall operate. Congress 
may, after defining the classes upon which it shall 
operate—for instance, traders—declare who, fall- 
ing within the technical meaning, shall not be 
operated on by the law. So as to banks or corpo- 
rations. If you except all classes falling within the 
same categories, from its operation, you may do so 
without destroying its wniformity. 

Sir, I will take this occasion to submit another 
remark. The party of which I am an humble 
member, have been charged with being Loco Fo- 
cos, agrarians, Fanny Wright men, enemies of the 
banks and of the credit system. Those who make 
this charge have submitted a bill which tests 
the trath of such charges and accusations. 
If I wanted to destroy the banks—to put an 
end to credit, honest, legitimate credit, which 
springs from confidence—I would vote for 
this bill. Banks are debtors; but where they 
are debtors one dollar, they are creditors to five or 
ten times the amount. Give their debtors the bill 
reported by the majority, the means of cestroying 
their Contract, without payment; drawer and en- 
dorser will travel the same road, and the banks must 
fall, and the whole credit system must perish by 
the acts of its friends, not its foes. Wil not the 
avowed friends of the banks and the eredit system 
pause in their career? 


Ihave thought myself a tolerable good Loco 
Foco, as the slang of the day has vainly attempted 
to characterize the party to which I belong; but 
this bill is too Loco Focoish for me. I leave its sup- 
porters to reconcile their accusations with the co.- 
duct of myself and those who act with me, and 
their own conduct with their own professions. 
The public will judge between us. 

Mr. HENDERSON, in reply to Mr. Hussarn, 
admitted that this power over bankruptcy was 
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more liable to abuse aod assumption than almost 
any other, and it was especially for that very rea- 
son that he would now confine the exercise of that 
power to the soe object of relieving debtors, which, 
and which alone, the country now emphaucally de- 
manded. 

Mr. H. also argued further to show that Con- 
gress, like the Brit sh Parliament, has the power to 
include any and ali classes of persons which they 
may thiak proper. 

Oa motion of Mr. STRANGE, the subject was 
laid over wll to-morrow; and, afier an Executive 
session, 

The Senate adjourned. 


So the Hoase refused to adopt the instructions. 

Mr. WICK moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the joint resolutions were referred to the 
Commniitee of Ways and Means. His object in 
making such a motion, was with the view that the 
said resolutions be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with instructions to inquire whether 
the obbgaticn does not rest on ihe Government to 
complete said road; and he said he would be glad 
to see a report ou the subject from the Judiciary 
Committee. He thought such a report would bring 
a true view of the matter before those interested, 
and tend to setile a vexed question. 

Mr. DAWSON moved to lay said motion on the 
table. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 79, nays 51. 

The SPEAKER then continued the call of the 
States for petitions; when petitions were pre- 
sented 

By Mr. HOWARD of Indiana. 

By Mr. STUART, of Lilinois. 

By Messrs. HUBBARD and CHAPMAN, of 
Alabama. 

By Mr. CROSS, of Arkansas. 

By Mr. DOWNING, of Fiorida; and 

By the SPEAKER, on behalt of the citizens of 
Florida, who presented a petition praying that Flo- 
rida may be attached to the State of Alabama. 
Al-o, a remonstrance against the same. 

By Mr. DOTY, of Wiskonsin. 

Mr. CHAPMAN of Iowa, in accordance with 
notice heretofore given, asked leave to report a bill 
to change the mode cf selling the public lands, so 
as to prevent sudden drains of the circulating me- 
dium, and prevent fluctuations in the revenue 
derived from the sale of lands. 

Ot jection having been made to its reception, 

Mr. CHAPMAN inquired of the Cratr whether 
it was in order to make some remarks exp!anatory 
of the bill. 

The CHAIR replied that it was not. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then presented a petition from 
citizens of lowa, praying compensation for horses 
lost in the service of the United States, which he 
moved to refer to the Committee on the Terri- 
tories. 

Mr. L, WILLIAMS said the Committee of 
Claims was the proper one to which it should be 
referred, and accordingly made that motion. 

Mr. CHAPMAN said, his reason for moving 
its reference to the Committee on the Territories, 
was, that the committee was not so pressed with 
business as the Claims Committee, and the subject 
would therefore have earlier attention by giving it 
that reference. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Cuapman, and disagreed to; and the petition 
was then referred to the Comm tiee of Claims. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a petition 
from citizens of Iowa, praying that the Governor 
of said Territory might be elected by the people; 
which, 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, was referred 
to the Committee on the Territories. 

Petitions were further presented by Messrs. 
ALLEN, TAYLOR, and CALVARY MORRIS, 
of Ohio. 

(Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of F. W. 
Bingham and many other citizens of Cuyahoga 
county, Ohio, praying that adequate protection 
may be given by Congress for the growth and ma- 
nufacture of silk in the United States.) 

[Mr. Taytor presented a preamble and resvlu- 
tions, passed by the General Assembly of Ohio, in 
relation to the currency, instructing the Senators, 
and requesting the Representatives, to support such 
meactures as shall be calculated to separate the con- 
nec'ion b:tween the Federal Government and the 
banks, and particularly to vo'e for and support the 
measure which is usually ealled the Independent 
Treasury bill: ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. Mr. T.a'so presented the petition of 
Timothy Cavin, a soldier of the late war, asking 
an invalid pension } 

By Messrs. BELL, CROCKETT, and CAR- 
TER, of Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, it was o 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 25, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Post Office Depariment, in 
complLance with the 2d section of the act of July, 
1836, enclosing a report of contracts for the trans- 
portation of the mail within the last year, with an 
abstract of offers, and other particulars in relation 
thereto. 

On motion of Mr. JONES of New York, laid on 
the table and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the motion of Mr. Davisof In- 
diana, to refer the joint resoluticn of the Legisla 
lature of the State of Indiana, in relation to the 
Cumberland road, to the Commiitee of Ways and 
Means, with instructions to report a bill for the 
continuation of said road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois; and the question immediately 
pending when the House adjourned on Monday 
last, when the subject was up, was on the question, 
“Shall the main question (on the adoption of the 
instructions) be put?” On that motion the yeas 
and nays had been ordered. 

On motion of Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
a call of the House was ordered and proceeded in 
till 155 members answered to their names. The 
listof abseniees was then called over for excuses, 
when the following gentlemen were excused for 
unavoidable absence from the city, indisposition, 
ete. viz: Messrs. H. J. Anperson, Barwster, Da- 
vies, J. W. Davis, Grancer, Horrman, Law 
RENCE, J. W. Jones, Naytor, Reep, Ryatt, P. F. 
Tuomas, Vroom, and S. WittiuaMs. ° 

Oa motion of Mr. WELLER, all further pro- 
ceeding in the call was dispensed with. 

The question was then taken whether the main 
question should be put, which was on the adoption 
of the instructions and reference, and decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 62. 

Mr. PECK called for a division of the question, 
so as to take the quesiion first on the reference, and 
then on the instructions. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer, and decided in the affirmative. 


The question recurring on the instructions, and 
the yeas and nays having been asked and ordered 
on the same, were—yeas 87, nays 90. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Andrews, Baker, 
Beatty, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, James Cooper, Wm R. Cooper, 
Cranston, Crary, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Garret Davis, 
Doan, Duncan, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fine, R. 
Garland, Gid:iings, Goode, Grinnell, Hammond, Hand, Wm. 
S. Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hook, Howard, Huot, 
James, Charles Johnston, Kemble, Kempshall, Kille, Lead- 
better, Leet, Leonard, Lincoln, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, 
Medill, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montanya, Morgan, Samuel 
W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parrish, 
Peck, Proffit, Rariden, Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Rogers, 
Albert Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, 
Stuart, Swearingen, Sweney, a Francis Thomas, Til- 
linghast, Toland, Weller, Edward D. White, Wick, and T. W. 
Williams—87. 


NAYS—Messrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Bell, Botts, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
Bynum, John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chap- 
man, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, M. A. Co -per, Crabb, 
Craig, Edward Davies, John Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Dellet, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fietcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, Hawkins, Hill of Virginia, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jackson, 
William Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan. McKay, Montgomery, 
Nisbet, Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikia, Francis W. Pickens, 
Prentiss, Ramsey, Rheu, Rives, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
John Smith, Stanly, Strong, Sumter, Taliaferro, Waddy 
Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Warren, 
Watterson, John White, Jared W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
liom Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Wise 
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be instructed to inquire into the propriety of chang- 
ing the times of the siltings of the Federal courts 
at Knoxville, Tennessee, se as to avoid interfering 
with the sittings of the State courts in East Ten- 
nessee. 

By Messrs. POPE, TRIPLETT, WHITE, and 
GRAVES, of Kentucky. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky again moved to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable him to present the resolu- 
tion in relation to the freedom of elections, &c. &c. 
which he moved to present on last Saturday, and 
on that motion demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion, and not to embarrass the busi- 
ness, by arresting the reception of petitions. The 
motion to suspend the rules could be made at.any 
time. 

The yeas and nays having been refused on the 
motion to sospend the rules, the question was taken, 
and decided in the nega'ive, without a count. 

By Messrs. HABERSHAM and BLACK, of 
Georgia. 

On motion of Mr. HABERSHAM, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
to the late Captain John Jackson, of the revenue 
service, now deceased, a credit of $750, on the 
books of the Treasury Department, which sum 
now stands charged against him on said books. 

By Messrs. WISE, BOTTS, GOGGIN, CRAIG, 
and TALIAFERRO, of Virginia. 

Mr. CRAIG offered the following, which, being 
objected to, lies over one day: 

Whereas, one of ihe contingent clerks employed 
in the Clerk’s office of this House, a part of the 
year 1836 and 1837, which said clerk performed 
datiesin common with other clerks in the office, 
but did not receive the same compensation as 
other contingent clerks for like services; it is, there 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be 
instructed to inquire into the expedieney and jus'- 
ness of allowing the afveresaid clerk asum_ equal 
in amount to that received by other contingent 
clerks employed in said office, during the same 
period of time, viz: fom the 15th of May, 1836, 
to the 4th of September, 1837. 

On mo'ion of Mr. J. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Travillian’s depot, in the county of Louisa, by 
Poindexter’s store, to Bootright’s, on the Three 
Notched road, in the same county. 

On motion of Mr. GOGGIN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing a pension to Mary Morgan, 
widow of Reese Morgan, of the county of Frank- 
lin, Virginia, whose evidence and other papers 

_are now on file in the office of the Commissioner 
of Pensions. 

By Mr. W. C. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 

By Messrs. HENRY, MARCHAND, NEW- 
HARD, EDWARDS, BEATTY, and HAM- 
MOND, of Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. MARCHAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of placing John Flocd, a soldier of the late war, 
on the pension roll, and that the accompanying pa- 
pers be referred to the same commit'ee, 

By Messrs. MARVIN, PECK, 
GRINNELL, FLOYD, DANA, 
CLARK, of New York. 

On motion of Mr. FLOYD, 

Resolved, T'aat the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of gran ing a pension to A. W. Morse and 
Jared Buckingham, and that the accompanying pa- 
pers be referred to said committer. 

Resolved, That the memorial of Phineas Allen, 
and the papers accompanying the same, be recom- 
mitted to the Cummitiee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions. 

On motion ef Mr. DANA, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be iustructed to inquire ioto the expedi- 
ency of granting a pension to Elizabeth Gibbs, and 
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that the papers in the Pension Office in relation to 
her claim, be referred to such committee. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a peti- 
tion from citizens of Oneida county, in the State of 
New York, praying that Congress would prehibit 
the use of ardent spirits in the army and navy, and 
its sale to the Indians, and to prohibit its sale in 
the Capitol to members of Congress and others. 

Mr. RAMSEY moved to lay the petition on the 
table. : 

Mr. WISE called for the yeas and nays; 
which having been ordered, were—yeas 65, nays 
82 

So the House having refused to lay the petition 
on the table, 

On motion of Mr. MARVIN, it was referred to 
the Committee for the Dis'r ct of Columbia. 

By Mr. EVERETT, of Vermont. 

By Messrs. ADAMS, BRIGGS, CUSHING, 
and LINCOLN, of Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pens'‘ons be 
directed to transmit to this House the application 
of Aaron Miller of Massachusetis, a soldier in the 
late war with Great Britain, for an invalid pen- 
sion, with the papers filed in support of said appli- 
cation, and that they be referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions 

Mr. ADAMS said, that among other petitions 
entrasted to his care, was one from an individual 
containing charges of a serious nature against 
For some time after he 
had received the petition, he had en ertained donbts 
as to the propriety of his presenting it. But, upon 
reading that petition, he had discovered that it in- 
volved questions of the highest importance to this 
Union, and that had induced him to present it to 
the House, as he had come to the conclusion that 
such wou'd be his duty. He would state that he 
had no personal acqua:ntance with the complain- 
ant, nor did he know any thing of his character, 
except from the papers which had been placed in 
his hands. The comp'aint was, however, of a 
character wh'ch deserved the most serious atten- 
tion of the House, and involved questions of the 
deepest importance to the existence of this Union. 
It involved qvestions with respect to the power of 
the Congress of the United S ates over the constrac- 
tion of ordinances of the Government of the North- 
western Territory, and with respect to the sovereign 
power of the Siates, and in relation fo the naviga- 
tien of the rivers which connected those places. 
The memorial, he repeat d, involved, therefore, the 
sovereign power ofthe Sates and of this Union. It 
also involved the conduct of a judge of cne of the 
United S:ates courts, and several citizens in one of 
those States, It appeared that this hgh officer was 
charged with depriving the complainant of the 
right to appeal to the Superior Court of the United 
States, &c. 

Mr. A. said that, in presenting this petition, he 
did not propose the printing of it, nor even that it 
should be read. He was aware of the extreme de- 
licacy there was in thus presenting a complaint to 
the grand inquest of the nation, aga nst an «fficer 
so distinguished in character as Judge McLean: 
and he had long hesitated on the propriety of pre- 
sentiog, until he had read the petition. After so 
doing, he no longer hesitated; for he was con- 
vinced, on the perusal of the papers, that questions 
of such deep importance were involved, that it was 
his duty to present the petition for the considera- 
tion of the House. The memorial was very long, 
and contained eighteen specifications of charges 
against Judge McLean, drawn up with great ability; 
he therefore presented it tegether with the papers. 
He would move a reference of the whole to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, with a special request 
to the members thereof that they wou'd bestow 
npon this case the most serious attenton. In bis 
own mind, afier serions delibera'ion, he had come 
to the conclusion that qrestions were involved 
which deserved the most attentive consideration. 
He did not mean to’ say that he had formed any 
opinion with respect to the justice of the charges 
against Judge McLean. Hecertainly did not wish 
to prejadge eny thing, as he entertained a high fee'- 
ing of respect towards that officer. 

He forbore to ask for the printing, or even the 
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reading of the papers, because he had full cong. 


dence in the Jadiciary Committee, and was sur, 
that justice would be done to all parties. Neither 
did he, under present circnmstanees, think it ne. 
cessary to call upon the Jutge to answer, as it was 
very probable that, a‘ter an examination of the pa 
pe's, the commitiee might come to the conclasioy 
that the Judge ouzht not to be called upon to ap. 
swer, and that the papers contained nothing requir. 
ing any justification. He therefore did not ask 
even that the papers should be read. If, after an 
examination, the Judiciary Committee should be 
of opinion that there was cause for further action, 
they could report to that effect, and the Honse 
might take what action it might deem best. 

The petition was then referred sub silentio to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST wished to inquire of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, whether the 
petition was sigeed by one person or more, 

The CHAIR said, the pet tion having been re. 
ferred, the question was not in order. 

Mr. CRABB wished to say a few werds in re- 
lation to this singular petition, and was surprised 
when the Crater annoanced that it was referred, 
He wished to have an opportunity of giving his 
vete on the refere ce. 

The CHAIR sa‘d the petition had been referred 
in the usual mode, like otser petitions; but by gene- 
ral consent, he would put the question again, and 
formally, on the reference. 

The question was accordingly put on the motion 
to refer, and a division was called, but not sustained, 
The petition was then referred to the Commitiee 
on the Judiciary. ’ 

Mr. CRABB subsequently made a motion to 
reconsider the motion to refer the “petition. He 
considered it asubject too grave to be referred 
without consideration; and wasabout showing the 
propri ty of reconsidering the reference, but was 
rule! out of order. 

Mr. ADAMS asked leave to submit the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were read: 

Resolved, That the circuit court of the United 
States withia the district of Connecticut, having 
decided that tne Africans captured in the Amistad 
were not amenable befors itself, or any other court 
of the United States, for trial of the crimes of 
piracy and marder committed on the high seas, 
upon the charge of which against them, they had 
been captured by Lieutenant Gedney, an executive 
officer in the service of the United States, and 
brought before the said circuit couri; there exists 
in ‘he United States no lawful authority to hold 
the said Africans in captivity within the said State 
of Connecticut; and all detention or imprisonment 
of their persons within the said State, without 
charge against them of any offence against the 
laws of the United States, or of the said State, is 
unlawful, arbitrary, and oppressive. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
possesses no lawful au'hority to delain as captives 
or prisoners, the said Africans, or any of them, by 
any officer or officers of the United States, whether 
civil or military, executive or judicial. 

Resolved, That there exists no obligation, either 
in the law of nations, or by any treaty stipulation 
between the United States and Spain, by which the 
President of the United States can be required, or is 
authorized to cause the said Africans to be de- 
livered up to the disposal cf the diplomatic repre- 
sentative of Spain, or to any officer of any foreiga 
Government in the United States. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Jadi‘ciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the laws of the Uni'ed S:ates for the 
punishment of crimes, as to confer upon the courts 
of the United States, of competent jari<d:ction, full 
no ver to take coznizance of, try, and adjodicate, 
in conformity with the laws of nations, all charges 
agains! persons accused of the crimes of piracy and 
niarder committed on the high seas in vessels and 
by subjects or citizens of any nation foreign to the 
United States, wherever any such person or per- 
sons cha'ged with the commission of the said crime 
or crimes, or either of them, may be found or law- 
fully brought withia the jurisdiction of the United 
States. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
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